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Some interesting figures concerning the recent fire in Bos- 
ton were given by President Dexter Brackett, of the New Eng- 
Jand Water-works Association, at the meeting last week. Among 
other things he showed that while the quantity of water thrown 
on the burning buildings and ruins during the space of twelve 
days reached the enormous total of 24,000,000 gallons, the 
supply was so ample that at any time during the fire water could 
be drawn from the service pipes in the top stories of buildings 
in the burning district—a fact which speaks volumes in praise 
of the efficiency of the Boston water supply system. 





WE print in other columns an article upon the subject of 
scientific fire fighting, contributed to The Boston Herald by 
Frederic Tudor, believing that it will be read with interest. In 
theory his idea of smothering a fire by stopping up any openings 
which would admit air, and allowing the non-combustible gases 
to accumulate, while aiding the work of extinction by the injec- 
tion into the building of carbonic dioxide gas, is very well 
indeed in theory, and in a mine and ship’s hold has been 
found to work well more than once. So it might in a building 
especially constructed with this. object in view; but modern 
buildings, especially those devoted to business purposes, are 
not so built. Light is demanded, as well as ample ventilation, 
necessitating open shafts and many and large windows, which 
in the event of a fire gaining headway within the building, blow 
out, or if exposed to fire from without are broken. It is this 
condition of affairs which we must face, and until our building 
methods are radically changed, most practical men are agreed 
that for fighting fire when once started, it is upon the speedy 
and skillful application of water that we must look, rather than 
upon any chemical agent. 





A PAGE containing the names of thirty-odd mutual com- 
panies located in different sections of the country is being sent 
out by some wildcat operators to legitimate agents, soliciting 
surplus lines to be placed in these companies. They refer to 
Tue Specrator Year Book as authority for some of the com- 
pany statements they print. Neither the Year Book nor THE 
SPECTATOR is responsible for the statements thus put forth. In 
The Insurance Year Book we attempt to include all mutual com- 
panies having cash assets of $15,000 or upwards, and we give 
their statements as we find them officially reported. All other 
mutual companies we omit entirely from The Year Book. But 
fact that these companies haying $15,000 of cash assets ap- 
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pear in the publication is no endorsement by us of such com- 
panies. It is our purpose to include in The Year Book the 
latest statistics regarding all legitimate companies that are doing 
business in the country, and as these mutuals are legitimately 
organized under State laws, mainly for doing a local business, 
they are entitled to their position in The Year Book. If wildcat 
operators pick them up and attempt to float them for their own 
purposes, it is no affair of ours, nor one that we can help or pre- 
vent. 





At the quarterly meeting of the New England Electric Ex- 
change at Boston this week, a suggestion was made by Mr. 
Ridlon, which, if followed, we think, would lead to most excel- 
lent results. In brief, he advocated drawing up a set of rules 
regarding the handling of electrical wires so simple and com- 
prehensive as to make them of value to policemen, teamsters 
and others in time of danger from defective wires. He thought 
that every officer in the city ought to know enough about the 
business to be able to remove a dead wire without being harmed. 
He further suggested the advisability of taking steps to edu- 
cate, if possible, the writers of the daily press on the subject 
of electricity in general. However impracticable the latter pro- 
ject might be, the former scheme is certainly feasible. The 
knowledge of just what to do in case of the breaking or crossing 
of a wire so as to avert danger to life.or property would be very 
valuable knowledge to every member of the police force and fire 
department. An electrician, in a communication to The Tri- 
bune, says, substantially: “ Never lift a fallen wire from the 
ground. While it is in contact with the ground, it can do no 
injury. It may be rolled or kicked out of the way with impunity, 
provided its contact with the earth remains unbroken.” 





WE recently took occasion to show how Leavenworth & Burr 
of Detroit undertook to claim for themselves the credit of The 
Life Insurance Examiner, a very expensive work issued by us 
two years ago. When we made the announcement that that 
work was to be published, Leavenworth & Burr reprinted the 
announcement, attached their name to it in place of ours, and 
sent it out to all the life assurance companies and agents they 
could think of, soliciting orders for the book, to be sent to 
them, thus striving to come between us and our customers, 
The only rights they had in the matter were an authorization to 
sell what books they could in their own immediate locality, and 
that authorization, which was given at their solicitation, went no 
further than that. When we found that they were trying to 
come between us and our regular customers we immediately 
notified them to stop all solicitation on the part of that book, 
and to withdraw the names of all SPECTATOR publications from 
their catalogues, as we would have no further business with a 
firm that undertook to conduct matters in such a piratical man- 
ner. In the last issue of their paper, in ten pages of their 
“ valuable space " devoted to THE Spectator Company, they 
undertake to explain this away, claiming that they were author- 
ized to solicit business in any part of the country. In view of 
the fact that we have an office in New York city and another in 
Chicago, it is absurd to suppose that we would authorize them 
to interfere with the business conducted within the jurisdiction 
of those offices, In the publication which they made in their 
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last issue they print some of the correspondence that passed 
between us, but neglect to print those very pointed letters 
which we wrote to them denouncing their methods of doing 
business. We have nothing further to say on the subject. We 
have effectually closed all arrangements with that firm, and 
shall in future have no business or other dealings with them. 





Ir is reported that the owners of the property which suffered 
by the recent conflagration in Boston have determined that in 
rebuilding they will adopt the most approved methods of fire 
prevention and protection that cen be devised. Among these 
are the placing of a water supply system, with a sufficient num- 
ber of hydrants, upon the roofs of each building, and the adop- 
tion of the automatic sprinklers for the protection cf the exterior 
of the buildings. ‘This is in accordance with the suggestions 
that have frequently been made in these columns as the best and 
almost the only means of furnishing protection against fires to 
the tall buildings that are now being so generally erected for 
business purposes. The upper stories of these buildings are 
way beyond the reach of fire departments, and it follows that 
whatever fire protection they may require must be entirely local 
and supplied within or upon the building itself. This is easily 
done by providing an abundant water supply upon each floor 
and upon the roof, whereby not only the building so equipped 
may be protected, but the equipments may be utilized for the 
extinguishment of fires in neighboring buildings. The plan of 
applying automatic extinguishers on the exterior for the purpose 
of enveloping the building in a thick sheet of water, thus protecting 
it from fire in neighboring structures, is an admirable one, and 
we have no doubt that before long it will be very generally 
adopted for lofty buildings in large cities. 





REGARDING the question as to whether in case a fire should 
occur in a small town while its fire department was absent 
aiding some neighboring community the insurance companies 
could be compelled to pay their losses, The American Architect 
says that it has been told by an insurance agent that in such 
a case the companies would not pay, and it continues: “ Not 
long ago, in a discussion in the city government of a town near 
Boston, one of the members protested against allowing the town 
engines to leave the limits of the municipality, for the same 
reason that the insurance companies would not pay losses 
occurring while the engines were absent. As to the contract in 
the policy, we have often seen clauses requiring the insured to 
notify the company of any circumstances affecting the risk, of 
which the absence of the town engines might be considered one, 
so, in our ignorance, and, we imagine, a good many others, 
would be glad to have an authoritative statement from the 
companies themselves on the subject.” This is a question 
which comes up regularly every three or four years, and the 
presidents of several prominent New York fire insurance com- 
panies informed us this week, that they considered it so well 
settled that they did not care to be quoted in the matter. They 
said unanimously that the liability of the companies in such an 
event as that mentioned could not be and would not be disputed, 
and that the policies would be paid without question. The 
clauses to which our contemporary alludes refer to changes in 
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the construction, equipment and occupation of the building 


insured, or in the environment. The municipal arrangements 
for extinguishing fire are not covered, and are considered only 
by the companies fixing the rate. There is no contract between 
the company and the town, and the individual insured has no 
personal control over the public fire apparatus. This matter 
would not be worthy of notice except from the fact of its 
appearance in The American Architect, an authority among 
architects and of influence generally. 





QuiTE a sensation was caused in Memphis recently, as we 
have heretofore stated, by the report of Deputy Commissioner 
W. C. Nelson, who has made a very thorough examination of all 
the Memphis companies, his report showing that all but two of 
them were impaired. The officers of the companies generally 
denied the impairment and criticised the manner in which Mr, 
Nelson had made up his report. We are informed by a corre. 
spondent in that city that the chief difficulty arose from the fact 
that the companies had been in the habit of estimating their 
reinsurance reserve at a figure at which they believed they could 
‘reinsure their risks, instead of estimating it upon the basis pre- 
scribed by law. The law requires that the reinsurance feserve 
shall equal fifty per cent of the premium, but the companies had 
been calculating upon their ability to reinsure at twenty-five 
per cent of the premium, and some of them even as low as six- 
teen per cent. When Mr. Nelson came to apply the law in its 
full force it was discovered that the companies were impaired, as 
reported by him. It is probable that the companies were cor- 
rect in their estimate of the price at which they could reinsure 
their risks, and, if so, this would leave their impairment merely a 
technical one, but as in the future they will be required to 
make their calculations in accordance with the lawful require- 
ments, it is incumbent upon them now to make good the im- 
pairments disclosed and start fresh on a new course, 





In our issue of last week we published the full report of the 
committee that had been appointed by the New York Board of 
Underwriters to consider the question of rates of commission 
to be paid to brokers. That report proposed an agreement 
between the companies to limit the rate of commissions to fif- 
teen per cent, and specified certain localities wherein it should 
be reduced still more. A committee of seven was appointed to 
solicit the signatures of companies to this agreement, but we are 
informed that the work already done by this committee of solic- 
itation is not hopeful for the future. It is stated that a great 
many of the companies refused to sign the agreement on the 
ground that the question of rates should go hand in hand with 
that of commissions, and that no reforms in the underwriting 
business could be effectually secured until rates are fixed. As 
we stated last week, the prospect is not hopeful for any work 
being done in this direction at the present time. ‘This is most 
unfortunate, for the lack of unity that exists in the Metropolitan 
district is felt throughout the entire country, and every organi- 
zation of fire underwriters finds more or less difficulty in main- 
taining its organization in face of the fact that demoralization 
prevails in New York, and that the loosest methods are sanctioned 
by the companies here, In view of the very unsatisfactory results 
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of last year’s business, it would seem to be time that something 
effective and practical was done to reform the business in this 
locality. We trust that the proposition to revive the tariff asso- 
ciation will be carried into effect. 





THe attitude of the Massachusetts insurance department 
towards the New York Life Insurance Company is still a topic 
of discussion among life assurance men. Putting aside all 
question of courtesy that the Massachusetts Commissioner might 
have shown to the New York Life, and the voluminous manner 
in which the Commissioner expressed himself in his open letter 
to President Beers, the fact is accepted that the ordinary life 
distribution policy issued by the company is a clear defiance of 
the anti-rebate laws of Massachusetts and New York. Agents 
of the New York Life complain that the criticisms of the action 
of the president of that company in issuing this policy places them 
at a decided disadvantage because they have been so widely pub- 
lished, and the agents of competing companies are making the 
most effective use possible of these criticisms in disparagement 
of the New York Life. As a consequence, the agents of that 
company find it more difficult to obtain business, and are met 
on all sides by the statement that if a company is capable of 
issuing one form of policy that is unlawful all its other forms 
may be equally objectionable, and it requires exhaustive argu- 
ments to overcome the prejudices thus excited. While it is now 
generally conceded among the critics of the New York Life that 
the Commissioner was wrong in assuming that the policy in 
question was erroneous in its formulas, and contained elements 
of assessmentism, yet his assumption that it is in contravention 
of the anti-rebate law is admitted, and on this point vigorous 
hostility will be carried on against the company so long as that 
policy is maintained by it. A good deal of curiosity is mani- 
fested to know what action the Commissioner will take in case 
President Beers insists upon maintaining this objectionable 
policy. ‘The Commissioner has placed himself in such a posi- 
tion that it seems inevitable that he must do something to main- 
tain the dignity of his office, and it is thought that his probable 
action will be to refuse to renew for the present year the license 
of the New York Life to do business in the State of Massachu- 
setts. Should this be done, it would probably result in bringing 
the whole matter intc the courts, for President Beers would 
scarcely consent to be ruled out of that State without a vigorous 
protest. Nevertheless, as the policy spoken of is a defiance of 
the anti-rebate law, it isimpossible to see how the Commissioner, 
in view of his utterances, can do otherwise than refuse to license 
the company. A couple of years ago, when the rebate question 
was so prominently before the people, Mr. Beers was pronounced 
in his opposition to rebates of all kinds, and declared that the 
New York Life would sustain any movement having for its 
object the abolition of rebates. The law prohibiting rebates 
was passed in New York early last spring, and it was about this 
time that the policy that is now pronounced so objectionable 
was first issued by the New York Life, and the natural inference 
is that it was intended to defeat the operation of the new law. 
It would seem that Mr. Beers can scarcely afford to occupy the 
position in which he finds himself, and which is apparently 
analogous to that of the stump orator who was in favor of a 
prohibitory law but against its enforcement. Up to the present 
time Mr. Beers seems to have taken no decided steps to meet 
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the criticisms of the Massachusetts Commissioner beyond putting 
in a general denial, and meantime his agents find themselves 
greatly embarrassed by this new complication which has been 
sprung upon them. The general opinion unquestionably is that 
this policy containing rebate figures should be withdrawn, and 
in this opinion many of the representatives of the New York 
Life fully concur, The mistake in ever having issued it can be 
more easily rectified by withdrawing it than by any other process. 








COMMISSIONS IN LIFE ASSURANCE. 


HE president of the British Institute of Actuaries, Mr, 
Sutton, touched on many topics in his address to the 
members of that society last month ; but, perhaps, the most im- 
portant matter, from an American standpoint—considering the 
great objections urged against our companies operating in the 
United Kingdom—was that of expensive management, the fallacy 
of which charge has time and again been proven. The fact 
was commented on that thirty-three offices doing business in 1872 
showed a premium income in round figures of $25,000,000, of 
which about $1,00c,000, or 3.88 per cent, was paid on commis- 
sions and for management $2,000,000, or 7.80 per cent; in all 
11.68 of the revenue from premiums was absorbed in the obtain- * 
ing and caring for business, 

The eminent gentleman made comparisons between the 
figures of the same companies for 1872 and 1888, and reported 
that the latter year the management expenses simply had risen 
to 9.48, representing the sum of $3,350,000 out of a total pre- 
mium income of $35,000,000. For commissions, $1,500,000 
was disbursed, so that the rate had risen to 4.35 per cent. Thus 
in sixteen years expenses had increased 2.15 per cent, of which 
1.68 was for management and .47 due to an advanced rate of 
commissions. Mr. Sutton considered the rise in office expendi- 
tures as due to the opening of a number of branch offices, con- 
ducted at an expense proportionately as heavy as that of the 
main office. He refers to this move on the part of the 
companies as “fetching the business instead of having it 
brought to them.” He appears to be imbued with the idea that 
people should or will come to the office and make application 
for assurance, as he laments the necessity for employing the 
“middleman ” in life assurance. Mr. Sutton’s utterances are 
the opinions of a man thoroughly qualified to criticise from the 
standpoint to which his educational and business training have 
brought him, but men of his stamp across the Atlantic are 
biased by notions which, having been long current, are regarded 
as standard and unassailable. Repeaters of these opinions have 
not learned that in life assurance the world has advanced and 
that the ideas prevailing twenty years ago are not those of 
to-day. . 

It is a good theory, and a well established one, that if induce- 
ments were held out to the public they would gladly do their 
business with the home offices direct, but in practice this theory 
is nowhere. It is like another of its kind, which seems all 
right until it is put to a practical test, viz.: That if the cost of 
insurance is lowered to the public and a smaller commission 
paid the agent, the volume of business will be so large as not to 
diminish the latter’s income. The literature of the offices is 
undoubtedly effective, but between the making up of one’s 
mind to assure and the receipt of the application blanks from 
the office, such a period elapses as may bring about a complete 
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change of mind and the matter of assuring be dropped. With 
an agent on the spot pressing the advantages to be derived 
from the policy the case is different. This argument, backed 
up by some degree of personal magnetism, are convincing. The 
requisite blanks are there ready to hand and the good deed is 
often done because the means to do it were right at hand and 
the man’s better nature asserted itself, 

Companies cannot do without agents if they aim to be well to 
the front and obtain that benefit and prestige which a constantly 
increasing membership brings, and to keep agents long in the 
service it is necessary to make their terms remunerative, so that 
they may look on life assurance as a profession, as an occupa- 
tion which will yield them a fair return for their outlay of time 
and talent.” To do other than this is to invite agents to engage 
in the work as a makeshift, to be abandoned as quickly as they 
can secure something better. 





SPECTATOR SURVEYS. 


LiFE circles are experiencing a lull just now after the hard work of last 
eyear. A representative New York agent who has been in the business for 
more than iwenty years, says that 1889 witnessed the fiercest competition for 
business in his experience. This was the case not only in New York, but 
throughout the country. The three leading New York city companies, of 
course, led in the race, but the others fell in line and ran well to the finish. 
Figures are not forthcoming yet, but it is pretty generally believed that all the 
companies eclipsed their previous year’s record. Hard things are occasionally 
said of the practices resorted to by some of the companies to increase their 
business, some of which, if true, will sooner or later have a demoralizing 
effect upon the companies resorting to them, Speaking more plainly the 
sacredness attaching to life assurarce would appear to have been supplanted 
to some extent, by an inordinate greed for new business, and, as far as rebating 
is concerned, it is pretty generally conceded that this bad practice is yet in 
vogue, and with little prospect of being exterminated. 


* * * * 


As the preliminary statements of the various companies are printed, they 
are scanned with the greatest eagerness to glean what information is possible 
from them. Unfortunately, these statements are not sufficiently full to give 
any indication of the insurance account, as they are designed more especially 
to show the financial condition of the companies. The amount of business 
written last year, the volume of premiums received, losses incurred, and other 
technical information of this kind is, as a rule, carefully withheld, and will 
not be available until the full reports of the companies are prepared for filing 
at Albany. We are in receipt of a great many of these, and the indications 
are that we shall be enabled to Jay full particulars before the fraternity in the 
FirE INSURANCE POCKET INDEX at an earlier date than ever before. 


* * * * 


Gro. H. Hore has been elected president of the Long Island of Brooklyn 
in placeof Jonathan Ogden, resigned, and Frederick F, Lockwood has resumed 
his old position as vice-president of the company. President Hope went to 
Albany Monday night to confer with the Superintendent of Insurance relative 
to a reduction of the company’s capital from $300,000 to $200,000, wHich 
reduction will remove its present impairment and give it a surplus, 


* * * * 


THE companies generally make a more favorable exhibit in such statements 
as are being made public than it was anticipated a few weeks ago they would. 
Up to Thanksgiving Day the outlook was promising for a fair profit to the 
companies on their current business ; but the $3,000,0c0 loss in Boston on 
that day following so promptly upon the heels of the Lynn fire, and the confla- 
gration at Seattle, put a very different phase upon the prospects. It was then 
conceded that it would be a tight squeeze for any of the companies to show a 
profit on their underwriting business, and that some of them have contrived to 
doso speaks well for the carefulness of their management. If the business of 
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the Metropolitan District could only be reformed and placed upon a profitable 
basis at an early day, the chances are that the business of 1890 would show 
material improvements over that of the past few years. There is plenty of 
business in the Metropolitan District to be done, but the trouble is that the 
more of it a company does the worse off it seems to be. If the rest of the 
country were in the same demoralized condition, the fire underwriting business 
would be at a very great discount. 


* * ” * 


THE work of the various departments of the New York Board of Under. 
writers during 1889 is given herewith : 


COMPARATIVE REPORT OF THE OPERATIONS OF THE FIRE PATROL, 
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* * * * 


Now that the movement to establish a commission compact seems to have 
been snowed under, the street has taken to talking of an effort to revive the 
old Tariff Association. From interviews had with the agitators, the general 
sentiment would appear to be more favorable towards a.tariff agreement than 
a commission compact, and it is not improbable that, if the matter is properly 
handled, something tangible may result. 


* * * * 


THE London and Lancashire Fire Insurance Company has purchased Nos, 
57 and 59 William street, where it proposes to erect a very handsome and 
imposing fireproof building, combining every modern improvement. This 
structure will be completed at the earliest practical moment, and when finished 
will be occupied as the head offices of the American branch, which are now 
located in the Mutual Life building. The London and Lancashire is a well- 
known English company, that has been in this country for a number of years, 
transacting a large business, with satisfaction to all parties interested. Its New 
York board of trustees is David Stuart, William II. Slocum, Arthur B. Graves 
and Henry A. Oakley. Jeffrey Beavan is the present manager of the New 
York branch, and his administration of its affairs has been characterized by 
ability and energy. The fact of its purchasing the property above mentioned 
is a satisfactory indication that the company is here to stay and means to 
naturalize itself to the extent of becoming a holder of valuable real estate. 


* * * * 


Epw. A. SwAIn of New York, formerly agency manager for the South of 
the New York Underwriters’ Agency and who has lately been trying to 
organize the General Fire Insurance Company (Mutual) of New York, on au 
original plan, will on February 1 become manager of the agency department 
of the United Underwriters Insurance Company of Atlanta, Ga , with head- 
quarters in that city. Mr, Swain is a capable underwriter and field man of 
wide experience and his selection is a fortunate one for the United Under- 
writers Insurance Company and President Joel Hurt. Doubtless his accept- 
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ance of this position means that the General Fire Insurance Company, 
Mutual, will not materialize. 


* * * * 


Tur TiMEs of Wednesday morning contained a-column or more of sensa- 
tional matter regarding’ the Phenix Fire Insurance Company of Brooklyn. 
The article was dated at Chicago and pretended to be an exposure of the 
mismanagement, if not worse, of T. R. Burch, in charge of the Western de- 
partment of the Phenix. The article was extremely sensational in many par- 
ticulars, claiming that false reports had been made by Mr. Burch, and that at 
the time of the examination of the company two years ago by the insurance 
department, he had concealed certain books and documents affecting the wel- 
fare of the company. It also charged that Burch himself had overdrawn his 
account $18,000 to $20,000, and that there were other deficiencies amounting 
toaconsiderable sum. It stated further that investigations had been made of 
Mr. Burch’s affairs by persons appointed by the company, among these being 
General I. N. Styles of Chicago and C. W. Fairbanks of Indianapolis, 
lawyers, who, after investigation, differed in their findings, one sustaining 
Burch and the other reporting adversely to him. The report goes on to say 
that in consequence of the management of the Western department, 
Austin Corbin, H. W, Maxwell and W. B. Kendall had resigned 
from the board of directors of the Phenix. A representative of THE 
SPECTATOR, called yesterday upon George P. Sheldon, the president 
of the company. to ascertain what he would have to sayin regard to this 
report. Mr. Sheldon had not previously seen the report in The Times, and 
consequently refused to make any statement regarding the affairs of the 
Western department, but intimated that after he had had further time to 
digest the statements made he would have something to say. He stated, how- 
ever, that it was a fact that Messrs. Austin Corbin, Maxwell and Kendall had 
resigned from the board of directors. This will not affect the management of 
the Phenix in any way, as none of the gentlemen have been identified with the 
active direction of its affairs. The Phenix, as is well known, is a staunch, 
substantial company, entirely solvent, as has been shown by the reports of the 
Insurance Department, and since its reorganization, under the presidency of 
Mr. Sheldon, has been conducted in accordance with conservative methods, 
which have produced excellent results. The company is now, it is maintained, 
in a better condition than it has been for a number of years, and entirely 
worthy of the confidence of propertyowners desiring insurance. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 


MISSOURI. 


Premium Receipts in Kansas City for 1889—Losses Eat Up More Than Half 
the Amount, and Expenses the Remainder—The Recent Charges of Cor- 
ruption Against Legislators—How the Legislature Attacked Commissioner 
Wilder and His Reply—Attempt to Have Him Removed—The Governor 
Stood by the Commissioner. 


[From Our Own CoRRESPONDENT.] 


The following will show that the fire insurance companies doing business in 
this city have made some money this year, but as to which are the ones we 
cannot say, The total premium receipts amount to $650,000, and the amount 
of loss amounts to $395,280, so it will be seen that $254,720 has been divided 
among the different companies with which to pay expenses. 

The expense of the fire department during the past year was $106,000 ; 
number of men in the department, 96; watch boys, 11; horses, 44; hose 
companies, 10; hook and ladder companies, 2; steamers, 3; patrol, 1, and 
about 20,000 feet of hose. 

There were some very startling disclosures made in the district court last 
week in connection with the defunct Topeka Fire Insurance Company at 
Topeka, Kan., by the-testimony of T. P. Fuller, secretary of the company. 
Fuller had refused to deliver to the receiver appointed by the court to wind 
up the company’s affairs certain books containing memoranda as to the dis- 
posal of some of its money, and was cited to appear and show cause for his 
refusal. The receiver, Judge Sutton, subjected him to a rigid cross-examina- 
tion, and the reluctant witness finally divulged the secret which created the 
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startling sensation: Ile said the company paid State Senator Frank Gillett 
from Kingman $400, and on another occasion $200 to influence legislation. 
To Representative J. A. Burton of Abilene he said the company gave four or 
five notes of $500 each, which Burton collected. 

Fuller testified that Hon. Wm. Hackney of Wellington was paid $150 also 
to ‘‘help ima case,” and that the casé was one brought ‘against Insurance 
Commissioner Wilder to enjoin him from revoking the company’s license. 
Hackney was a member of the lobby. C. A. Colmer, clerk of the committee 
on insurance, was paid $50 for services rendered in keeping the company 
posted on bills about to be introduced affecting the insurance business in gen- 
eral during the legislative session. The Topeka Insurance Company was 
closed out about a month ago upon a petition by a party who held its note for 
$30c0. 

The exposure under oath of the above legislators is a revelation not wholly 
unexpected, although the parties inculpated may never have been suspected. 
The last legislature of Kansas has gone on record as composed of the most 
corrupt set of men ever collected together. During its session, and imme- 
diately after its adjournment, the comment was current that the legislature or 
many of its members were acting suspiciously. And when the insurance bill 
came up suspicion waxed hot and became emphatic in the declaration that 
there was ‘‘ something rotten in Denmark.” There was a dead set made against 
Hon. D. W. Wilder, commissioner of insurance, by the ‘‘ wild-cat ” compan- 
ies, and they got their opposition quite numerously voiced within the marble 
halls of the House of Representatives. 

Consistently, aggressively and impartially having fought the wild-cat com- 
panies operating in the State, Mr. Wilder was denounced on the floor of the 
House of Representatives for having done his duty, and was styled an auto- 
crat, a boss whose self-assumption of power should be curtailed by the legisla- 
ture and strictly observed by the governor. Mr. Wilder could not let this 
action of the legislature go down in ‘‘ the annals” without an addendum, and 
he made it in his annual report by a scoring of the legislature, which aroused 
J. R. Burton and other members of the legislature to ask : 


‘* Upon what meat doth this our Czesar feed 
That he hath grown so great?” 


And Governor Humphrey was importuned to remove him for having slan- 
dered a co-ordinate branch of the State government. But did Mr. Wilder 
libel the legislature? Well, I should say not, since sworn testimony has been 
deduced alleging that J. Ralph Burton and other members of the House and 
Senate and employees of the legislature were bribe-takers, corruptionists, who 
voted for fees and not for the good of their constituents, 

The revelation alleges a state of political turpitude in Kansas not pleasant 
to contemplate, but in contrast to which the honesty and courage of Hon. D. 
W. Wilder, insurance commissioner, shows resplendent. 

To the fire insurance companies, whose hopes of a successful year were 
crushed by the large fires in the latter part of 1889: Anchor your hopes to the 
new year, not to the year that has gone. If you have failed in the past year 
succeed in the one that is to come. 

To those that have been more fortunate: If you have done well in 1889 do 
better in 1890. ENTRE Novus. 

Kansas City, Mo., Jan. 4. 





MINNESOTA. 


Our Correspondent’s Narrow Escape from Cremation—His Crowing Over 
the Light Fire Loss of Minneapolis ‘‘A Little Too Previous” —Chief 
Stetson’s Report of Fires—Important Recommendations for Improving 
the Water and Fire Service—Some Insurance Legislation in Progress— 
Various Matters of Local Interest. 


[From Our Own CoRRESPONDENT. ] 


Your correspondent was just about paralyzed by The Tribune fire of 
November 30. He had a narrow escape from a fiery grave, but that did not 
use him up quite so badly as the copy of THE SPECTATOR containing the letter 
setting forth how remarkably free Minneapolis had been from big fires for so 
many months and years, and hinting at a lowering of rates. I will never write 
such a letter again if we don’t have a chimney fire here for five years straight, 
The community and insurance men were similarly used up by the terrible dis- 
aster, and are only beginning to regain their equilibrium. About all the 
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insurance has been settled up, I believe. The walls of the building still 
stand, and will probably be rejuvenated and rebuilt in the spring, though the 
plans are not decided on. There have been quite a number of other fires 
since, with considerable losses. The State University has been twice visited, 
but did not suffer seriously either time. 

The report of Chief Stetson of the fire loss in Minneapolis in 1889 shows a 
total of $272,815. But for The Tribune fire it would have been remarkably 
low. During January, March and May the losses were $5000, $2700 and $2000 
respectively. There were only two fires where the loss exceeded $10,000. 
There were 481 alarms. The expense of the department was $240,676. There 
are 150 miles of water mains in the city, nine new last year, and 1777 hydrants. 
The causes of the fires were as follows: Carelessness, 59; mischievous child, 
23; chimneys, 26; incendiary, 36; kerosene lamps, 20; supposed incéndiary, 
25; unknown, 57. Among the latter The Tribune fire is classified. The 
chief recommends a number of improvements. He thinks the city is deficient 
in fire protection. He wants several new stations, new engines ahd other 
apparatus, the organization of a salvage and life-saving corps, with nets and 
other life-saving apparatus. He makes quite a point about water mains. He 
says that many of the mains on business streets are too small, and that there 
should be two hydrants at street crossings and two more in the centre of the 
block—one on either side of the street-—and these connected by a 24-inch 
main. This means a reservoir. He will also recommend that all mains be 
connected at street crossings, so as to give free and perfect circulation. This 
idea is in opposition to the duplex system, which the late James Waters, when 
engineer of the city water department, advocated. Engineer Stetson says the 
duplex system is impracticable. 

The old case of C. C. Bennett against the Syndicate Insurance Company of 
Minneapolis, was resurrected in the State Supreme Court this week. Bennett 
sues as administrator of the estate of Gustave Brown, who was killed while at 
work on the debris of the St. Anthony elevator several years ago. The ele- 
vator company is indirectly interested. The case has been tried three times; 
the last time a struck jury gave the defendant a verdict. The plaintiff's 
attorney claimed the jury was not properly drawn and that one of the jurors 
was prejudiced. This is the issue to be decided by the Supreme Court. 

M. M. Gosser had a fire loss insured in the Sun Fire Office. The policy 
required that the amount of any loss sustained should be determined by arbi- 
trators. The arbitrators could not agree on any amount, so the company re- 
fused to pay anything. The suit in the district court resulted in favor of 
Gosser, on the ground that he was entitled to damages after a reasonable time, 
notwithstanding the failure of the arbitrators to agree. The Supreme Court 
holds otherwise, and says an appraisal must be made by the arbitrators before 
the plaintiff can recover. 

The Insurance Commissioner is having a little set-to with the fire insurance 
companies, The bone of contention is the enforcement of the law passed by 
the last legislature in reference to the form of policy. The law requires that 
everything shall conform to what is known as the ‘‘ standard policy.” Now 
the companies insist that a sort of general compliance therewith is all that is 
necessary. The Commissioner would compel a literal technical compliance, 
as to type, size, etc. 

The war between State Auditor Taylor of South Dakota and the Citizens 
Life Association of Cherokee, Ia., goes merrily on. The association proposes 
to make the Auditor bleed before it quits. The intention is to take the matter 
into the courts in the shape of a damage suit unless a good-sized retraction is 
forthcoming. The damage the association suffered through the derogatory 
_ statement is set down at $20,000. 

C. H. Spencer, a well-known Minneapolis insurance man, was arrested the 
other day at the instance of the Insurance Commissioner acting through the 
county attorney. The charge is violation of the insurance law in reference to 
payment of taxes and filing declaration of organization. Spencer, as agent of 
the Mutual Guaranty Fire Insurance Company of Clinton, Ia., issued a policy 
to the Winona Lumber Company. This is the specific case on which the pro- 
ceedings are based. 

The Board of Fire Underwriters of St, Paul filed articles of incorporpora- 
tion last week. The incorporators are: Samuel S, Eaton, Charles B. Gilbert, 
John J. Lawrence, John Rogers, Jr., Henry B. Constans, J. Quincy Haas, 
John C. Shandrew, Charles Shandrew and Edward A. Hemenway. The 
purposes of the corporation are stated thus: ‘* To secure a concurrent action 
in the inspection, surveys and rates for the construction of buildings, the 
adoption of uniform forms and tariffs, and to promote the best interests of the 
companies and the agents doing fire insurance in Ramsey county.” 

The report of the St, Paul Fire Commissioners for 1889 shows there Were 
more alarms last year than in any preceding, but the average loss was less. 
There were 416 alarms and the total loss was $326,070, covered by insurance 
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aggregating $1,663,990. The 1888 loss was $777,715, and that for 1887, 
$294,095.50. 

The Fraternity Life and Accident Association of Minneapolis is the latest 
addition to the ranks. It was recently licensed by the State Commissioner. 





ALBANY 


An Act to Extend the Benefits of Mutual or Co-operative Insurance—A 
New Scheme of Cheap Insurance Proposed by Senator Roesch—An Old 
Settler—Extent of Liability Under a Policy of Fire Insurance—As- 
semblyman Towne Introduces a Valued Policy Bill—Minor Bills In- 
troduced in the Legislature—Statements of Companies Coming in Rap- 
idly— The Annual Report. 


[From OuR OWN CoRRESPONDENT. ] 


Senator Roesch has introduced a bill to extend the benefits of mutual or co- 
operative insurance. It is similar to the bill that he introduced last year, 
which never came to a vote in either House. Terhaps the best way to under- 
stand the bill is to quote an interview which the correspondent of THE SPEc- 
TATOR had with Senator Roesch upon the bill. The Senator said : 

** The weak point in all prevailing insurance systems is their cost. They 
place insurance beyond the reach of all except men whose income is consider- 
ably greater than their living expenses. The benevolent insurance orders 
reduce the cost toa minimum, but even these orders are beyond the reach of a 
large majority of employees, and only to a very limited extent within reach of 
the larger proportion of the minority. The purpose of this bill is to place 
insurance within the reach of all persons, no matter what their income, and to 
offer them inducements for carrying it. The chief features of the measure are 
embodied in section 5. This section of the bill provides for the issue of the 
personal bonds of the members of companies organized under its provisions, 
These bonds are to bear the company indorsement and be protected by an 
interest and reinsurance fund reserved from the income of members and paid 
jnto the treasury of the company. It is this feature that is expected to over- 
come the disabilities of prevailing systems of insurance. It can be easily 
demonstrated that money obtained at easy rates of interest and judiciously in- 
vested will more than meet the cost of interest and insurance. If invested in 
dwellings it will result in a saving in rent more than equal to these charges, 
and if invested in industrial or mercantile operations, such as are represented 
by factory, bank or mercantile stock, it will be equally or still more produc- 
tive. The restrictive provisions of the fifth section of the bill are also im- 
portant. Itis not intended that the law shall be damaging to any private 
interest when no public gain can follow, and companies organized under its 
provisions are not allowed to become operative companies or banking compa- 
nies. Neither are the members to be allowed to carry a larger insurance than 
it is believed they can invest and manage successfully. The remaining sec- 
tions of the bill, dealing with the administrative duties of companies organ- 
ized under it, have various objects which it is thought necessary to secure. 
Section 6, providing the terms on which funds or proderty obtained through 
the company indorsement may be handled, contains provisions which might 
ordinarily be thought to belong only to company by-laws, but which are 
included in the body of the bill to avert the dangers which might spring from 
inexperience. Section 7, which -forbids assessments except upon an order 
from the Supreme Court on defined contingencies, was drawn to restrict the 
powers of the trustees and prevent maladministration. Section 8, which pro- 
vides for the investigation of the standing of applicants for membership, was 
designed for the exclusion of the unprincipled and untrustworthy. Section 9, 
which provides for an employment bureau and the payment of membership 
dues during the sickness and idleness of members from the treasury reserve, 
was not strictly intended for benevolent objects, but it was drawn with the 
idea that business and benevolence can be made to go hand in hand, each 
recognizing its obligations to the other. Section 10, providing that no per- 
son shall be eligible to membership except while engaged in some industrial, 
mercantile or professional calling, was thought necessary to prevent a purely 
speculative use of the resources of the measure by persons who might make it 
a source rather of profit than of security. Section 11, providing the terms on 
which existing companies, societies and associaiions may avail themselves of 
the provisions of the law, was drawn to prevent the development of an unre- 
stricted and bad system, at war with vested interests and open to very serious, 
if not fatal, administrative abuses. Finally, the measure as a whole may be 
called an evolution of co-operative or benevolent insurance. It is designed to 
strengthen the weak points of such insurance, and, as expressed in the title, 
‘ to extend its benefits.’ ”’ 

Assemblyman H. C. Johnson, of Queens, has introduced a bill allowing the 
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Exempt Firemen’s Association of Long Island City to have all moneys col- 
lected under the law of 1886 from the receipts of foreign fire companies. 
Such funds are to be for its own use in benevolent purposes, etc. 

Assemblyman Townsend, of Queens, has introduced a bill relating to the 
Glencove Mutual Insurance Company ; and also a bill fixing the amount to be 
paid on policies. 

Assemblyman Towne proposes to copy a law of the State of Ohio with some 
alterations. His bill provides that any person, company or association, here- 
after insuring any building or structure against loss or damage by fire or light- 
ning, by a renewal of a policy heretofore issued or otherwise, shall cause such 
building or structure to be examined by an agent of the insurer, and the 
insurable value thereof to be fixed by such agent. In the absence of any 
change increasing the risk without the consent of the insurers, unless the loss 
be caused by the criminal act of the assured, in case of total loss the whole 
amount mentioned in the policy or renewal upon which the insurers receive a 
premium shali be paid, and in case of a partial loss, the full amount of the 
partial loss shall be paid ; and in case there are two or more policies upon the 
property, each policy shall contribute to the payment of the whole or the par- 
tial loss in proportion to the amount of insurance mentioned in each policy ; 
but in no case shall the insurer be required to pay more than the amount men- 
tioned in its policy. 

Neither of the committees on insurance has met so far, and it is doubtful if 
they will meet during the present week, because not enough bills are before 
them to warrant the calling of a meeting. 

In spite of the fact that many of the insurance companies are troubled with 
the epidemic in their offices, the reports have come in about up to the average 
number down to the present date. Last year the department was bothered 
by the State printer being behind in his work ; but this year it has hopes that 
the printer will do better, and that the report will be given to the public the 
earliest of any State report. Last year New York was beaten only by the 
State of Massachusetts ; and it would not have been beaten then if it had not 
been for the State printer. LANCASTER, 

JAN. 22. 





COMMUNICATIONS. 


OLD AND NEW BUSINESS IN LIFE ASSURANCE, 


[To THE EDITOR OF THE SPECTATOR.] 


That there is a large number of agents who are possessed of a faculty for 
wricing business, and yet have much difficulty in placing the policies and hold- 
ing them in force, is amply demonstrated by the statistics we have compiled 
respecting the amount of assurance gained, to that written and revived during 
1888. In the annexed table it will be seen that the proportion ranges from 
4.1 per cent to 69.0 per cent, only nine of the companies having been success- 
ful in augmenting their volume of insurance in force by 50 per cent of that 
written and revived. So much of the new business was used up in making 
good the discontinuances from all causes that it is to be regretted that the 
field men were not able to reduce the latter item considerably. 

In order to ascertain the percentage of discontinuances to the insurance on 
the books of the companies during 1888, we added to the amount in force at 
the end of 1887 one-half the sum written and revived in 1888. The total thus 
obtained represents with sufficient accuracy the average sum in force during 
the year, and on this basis we found the highest and, consequently, least favor- 
able ratio to be 25.3, while the lowest was 5.3. Between these two extremes 
the rate fluctuated, but no less than twenty-five of the companies show up 
with percentage below fifteen. 

The ratios are well worth studying by companies and agents ; they deserve 
an analysis of agencies and fields so as to see where the proportion is above or 
below the companies’ average, and something of a movement should be made 
to insure greater persistency of the old business so that the gain in insurance 
each year may be more satisfactory. 

Agents ought to be encouraged and urged to prevent lapses, and as an old, 
well-established membership is more lucrative in these days of high commis- 
Sions for new business, no effort should be spared to keep every policy in force. 
There is always a strong temptation to strike out for new assurance in prefer. 
ence to making extraordinary exertions to keep the old business intact, and we 
question if it is not advisable to make it a matter of greater advantage by offer- 
ing special inducements to the field men so that it will be well worth their 
while to spend time in preventing lapses in preference to trusting to the secur- 
ing of applications for new policies, Business breeds business, and it is 
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almost an axiom that the insurance written on an agency depends to a great 
extent on the amount in force. 


RATIO OF INSURANCE GAINED TO THAT WRITTEN AND REVIVED. 


Name or Company. Per ct. 
Hartford Life and Annuity 

Union Central 

Manhattan ...... 

Provident Savings 

United States, New York....... owe 
Massachusetts Mutual 


Name or Company. 
Imperial Life 
State Mutual 
National of Vermont.............. 61. 4 
Provident Life and Trust 
Northwestern Mutual 
Mutual New York............ 
Pacific Mutual.........seccecseees 55-6 
Maryland ........cccccccees 
Germania 
Penn Mutual...... ‘cada as oo enna 
Equitable, Des Moines 49. 
New York Life .......... Susetbees 
Vermont Life...... 
Travelers 
Equitable, New York . 
Berkshire 


Mutual Benefit...... Ce eesscevecose 
Connecticut General..... erecscese 
Mutual Life of Kentucky......... 
Michigan Mutual 





RATIO OF INSURANCE DISCONTINUED IN 1888 TO THE AMOUNT IN FORCE 
AT END OF 1887, PLUS ONE-HALF THAT WRITTEN IN 1888, 


Name or Company. 
Equitable, Des Moines........ 
New York 
Travelers 
QOovenant Mutual 
Northwestern 
Penn Mutual 
Pacific Mutual... ° ae 
Hartford Life and Annuity . 
7Etna 


Name or Company. 
Union Central...... ob0eeesenvoese 


peri 
Mutual Life of Kentucky. eee 
United States 


Equitable, New York 
Union Mutual..... peaweques eeseces 
Massachusetts Mutual........ 


Mutual, 
Mutual Benefit ........... 
Maryland 


Provident Savings 
Manhattan 


Warhtaaton $ebeeoesees ocecccecees 
Brooklyn New England Mutual 


Connecticut Mutual 
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EXPENSES IN LIFE ASSURANCE. 
[To THE Epiror oF THE SPECTATOR. ] 


Ir is very well known that of late years the expenses of our life assurance 
companies have increased, but not out of proportion to the volume of business 
transacted, although our English contemporaries have endeavored to make 
invidious comparisons between the ratios of English and American companies, 
In making some investigations recently on this subject, we took the figures of 
thirty-four companies which were reported in the 1880 exhibit in the Pocket 
Index, and found that the combined expense reached the sum of $9,105,389, 
and the total income of the offices dealt with was $75,531,089, so that the 
cost of management was 12.1 percent. A very credible showing, and one 
which will compare favorably with the experience of our transatlantic cousins, 
whose companies are now practically in the same position ours were then, that 
is to say, no aggressive movement for new business was being made, and the 
policy issue was obtained more from the prestige of the institutions than hard 
downright canvassing. 

But about this time ‘‘ a change came over the spirit of the dream.” The 
executive officials awoke to a sense of the value of a large and increasing 
membership ; a forward step was taken and from 1881 out the new business 
each year has exceeded that of the prior twelve months. As a result the as- 
surance in force with the companies treated of, at the end of 1888, was about 
double that to their credit in 1880. A business which has been raised from 
$1, 500,000,000 to $3,000,000,000, must have cost a good round sum. No one 
can deny this ; we cannot in this age get something for nothing. But the out- 
lay for this business has been reasonable, and as u was done on a class of 
lives which are bound to prove profitable to the companies it is well worth the 
expenditure. The English assurance .journals have directed their criticisms 
more especially against those of our companies which operate in Great Britain, 
and upon whom, to a large extent, rests the credit of placing life assurance in 
its present high position and popularity with our people. But there is no 
good ground for complaint. 

Notwithstanding the enormous strides we have made in assurance written 
and in force, the expenses of the companies in 1888 were $23,683,078, and 
their collective income $141,151,252. The expense ratio was therefore 16.8, 
so that the increase in the item over that of 1880, when business was at a low 
ebb, was only 4.7 per cent. In later years policyholders will have reason to 
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be thankful for the progressive spirit exhibited by those who engineer the for- 
tunes of the different companies and the cost of obtaining the business be 
more than compensated for. 

In making up our statistics we excluded all the companies now issuing in- 
dustrial policies, those which have. retired from the field, and also the com- 
panies which are no longer pushing for business, in addition to another which 
changed its name in the period alluded to. ‘To be more explicit we threw out 
of the calculation the American, Charter Oak, Continental, Homceopathic, 
John Hancock Life Insurance Company of Virginia, Metropolitan, National 
of the United States, Prudential, and the Southern Mutual (now the Mutual 
Life of Kentucky). Appended is a table exhibiting the expense ratios for 
1880 and 1888 of the thirty-four companies, and, on the whole, we must con- 
gratulate them on the very excellent showing under the circumstances con- 
nected with the development of the life assurance work to its now enormous 
proportions. 

It has been urged that the competition of the larger companies was crowd- 
ing out the smailer ones, but this is not borne out by the facts where the man- 
agement has been progressive and alive to the spirit of the times; for in the 
list of companies whose new business in 1888 and per cent of expenses were 
in excess of the 1880 figures, we find many of what are regarded as small com- 

panies, and they are well represented among those whose business has in- 
creased, but expense ratio decreased ; while of those with whom business has 
been less and expenses higher, we note one of our greatest institutions, and 
another of lesser magnitude, but still a powerful institution. With two com- 
panies business as well as expenses shows a reduction. 


RATIO OF EXPENSES TO INCOME. 








1888. 


Name or Company. 1880. NAME oF ComMPANY. 


1880. | 1888. 


Mutual Benefit 
National Vermont 
New England Mutual.. 
New York Life } 
Northwestern Mutual... 
Pacific Mutual 

Penn Mutual 

Phoenix Mutual 
Provident Life and T’st 
Provident Savings 

State Mutual 

Travelers 

Union Central 

Union Mutual 


10.4 
19 4 
13.5 
17.0 
169 
16.1 
16.3 
13.9 
13.3 
18.7 
16.2 
14.9 
39.3 
29.7 
30.1 
43-3 
18.2 


Berkshire 

Brooklyn 

Connecticut General. . . 
Connecticut Mutual.... 
Covenant Mutual 
Equitable, Des Moines.| 
Equitable, New York.. 
German Mutual 


Hartford L. and A..... 


ol 
i co 


S8S0SLBoSLIE 
NWO ALOO DANA 


Manhattan 

Maryland Life } 
Massachusetts Mutual. 
Michigan Mutual 
Mutual 
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INDUSTRIAL ASSURANCE. 


(Our readers will oblige by sending us suggestions, items of news, etc., such as 
appointments of superintendents and assistant superintendents, or anything of 
interest in connection with industrial assurance. ] 


—H:? T. Marsh of the Metropolitan’s Hartford force has resigned his as- 
sistancy. 

—The Metropolitan has appointed W. Eutz as assistant superintendent at 
Geneva, N. Y. 

—M. Garrison was promoted to be assistant superintendent for the Pruden- 
tial at Paterson. 

—H. S. Riley has been appointed as assistant superintendent by the Pru- 
dential in Trenton. 

—Special Canvasser E. M. Gladwin has, we are informed, left the service 
of the John Hancock. 

—J. Gurney of the Metropolitan has been reappointed as assistant superin- 
tendent in Philadelphia. 

—H. W. Dicreck was lately appointed assistant superintendent at Coving- 
ton by the Metropolitan. 

—The industrial business of the John Hancock in Chicago is assuming 
large proportions, considering its recent inception there. Superintendent of 
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Agents H. T. Culver was visiting there lately with a view to booming the 
interests of his company. e 

—J. Beyer was recently made assistant superintendent for the Prudential in 
New York No. 2 district. 

—T. F. Lyons, assistant superintendent for the Metropolitan at North 
Adams, Mass., has resigned. 

—W. H. Bosworth was lately promoted to be assistant superintendent for 
the Prudential at Jamaica, L. I. 

—Patrick Heavey has been promoted to be assistant superintendent under 
Superintendent W. H. Riley in Baltimore. 

—A change has been made in the secretaryship of the United States, T. E. 
Gay succeeding W. W. Blanchard in the position. 

--We understand the Metropolitan has appointed H. Hutchison and J. 
Skaats as assistant superintendents at Covington, Ky. 

—At Johnstown, Pa., the Metropolitan has appointed D. Goodman as as- 
sistant superintendent under Superintendent Crowther. 

—George Wilkinson was promoted to be assistant superintendent for the 
Prudential at Columbia, Pa., vice I. D. Charles, dismissed. 

—We are informed that S. L. Seelander has been appointed assistant super- 
intendent for the Metropolitan at Louisville, as also J. Culp. 

—J. H. Dunn, superintendent for the Prudential at Scranton, Pa., has been 
transferred to Cleveiand No. 1, to succeed L. Fewsmith, resigned. 

—Assistant B. Turner of Baltimore gave a supper to his agents January 16, 
in honor of the good work done by them during the last quarter of 1889. 

—Superintendent C. M. Wilson of the Prudential, at York, Pa., was pre- 
sented by his field force with a gold-headed umbrella as a Christmas token of 
appreciation. 

—wN. Lyman See has been transferred from the Newark district to New 
York city, as assistant superintendent under Superintendent George Mason of 
the Prudential. 

—Superintendent Brown’s assistancy force has been increased by the ap- 
pointment of J. A. Merwin, promoted and transferred from Jersey City by 
the Metropolitan. 

—H. McCollum and C. M. Bates have been promoted to assistant super- 
intendencies in Louisville ; district being placed in Paducah, Ky., and New 
Albany, Ind., respectively. 

—W. N. Meyers has resigned his position as- assistant superintendent for 
the Metropolitan at Dayton, O.,to take a position in St. Louis for the 
National Accident Association of Indianapolis. 


—Assistant Superintendent Joseph Queen was the recipient of a new silk 
hat from Superintendent Wilson of York, Pa., as a reminder of the fact that 
he had made the largest increase during October, November and December at 
Lancaster for the Prudential. 


—George H. Lake, superintendent for the Prudential at Louisville, Ky., 
entertained his field staff at dinner on December 24. During the evening Mr. 
Lake was presented with a gold watch, a pleasing reminder from his subordin- 
ates of the esteem in which they hold him. 

—The more generally diffused becomes the knowledge of insurance and its 
benefit, the principles underlying it and the incalculable good it is doing the 
world at large, the more is the welfare of the State enhanced. The lesson of 
providence and thrift taught by the industrial assurance agents in the houses 
of millions of our citizens cannot fail of being advantageous. 

—It is with sincere regret we record the death of John Wilson, superintend- 
ent for the Metropolitan at Cincinnati. He was fatally burned in the railroad 
accident which occurred on Friday night last at Winton Place, a suburb of 
Cincinnati. Mr. Wilson had been in the service of the Metropolitan a num- 
ber of years, and was esteemed by all with whom he came in contact. 

—Last week Forest F. Dryden, son of the worthy president of the Pruden- 
tial Insurance of Newark, was elected assistant secretary of the company. 
The officers now are as follows: John F. Dryden, president ; Leslie D. Ward, 
vice-president ; Horace Alling, second vice-president ; Hon. Henry J. Yates, 
treasurer ; Edgar B. Ward, counsel; Edward S. Johnson, secretary, and 
Forest F. Dryden, assistant secretary. 

—It has lately been demonstrated that in England there are 1,410,684 
widows, as against 589,644 widowers, thus clearly proving that the husbands 
are the first to die in the majority of cases, These figures furnish food for 
thought to the breadwinner of the families, and we hope the kindly natured 
fathers of this country will take the lesson to heart and capitulate when the 
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assurance agent representing any of our sound, enterprising companies comes 
around, 

—We are anxious to get all the available information from every part of 
the country in which the business of industrial assurance is carried on, and if 
every superintendent will advise us of appointments of assistant superintend- 
ents, or the transfer of them to or from his district or any other news of inter- 
est to those who like to know how things are going and where, in the shiftings 
and changes incident to the work men bring up, it will be esteemed a favor. 
THE SPECTATOR has many such correspondents, but wants more as they 
become subscribers, recognizing the lead we are taking in this department 
of assurance. Let us have all the news you can impart, whether much or 
little ; contribute your quota to the general fund, and if there is anything in 
which we can help you, anything you desire to know concerning the broad 
principles of the business, its method of conduct, etc., write and we will 
gladly respond through our cclumns. 

—aA conspiracy to defraud the Prudential was unearthed at Utica last week. 
Two men named Fellicki and Falkenheim, who had been employed as can- 
vassers for the company in New York city, attached themselves to the agency 
at Utica and, it is alleged, conspired with a Dr. Brownell of that city to 
defraud the company. ‘Their plan was to secure policies from the company 
made out in fictitious names and, after paying the premiums for a short time, 
to produce certificates of the deaths of the imaginary policyholders and claim 
the money from the company. It is stated that by this means the company 
has been swindled out of over $10,000. Suspicion being directed to these 
transactions, Dr. Brownell was arrested and held in $3000 bail for trial, and 
Fellicki and Falkenheim were arrested a little later in New York and taken 
to Utica for examination. The result of the arrests has not yet been made 
public. Falkenheim was to have been married last Sunday night to a lady 
living in the upper part of New York. 

--It was our fortune once to hear an inspector remark to the agent over whose 
debit he had been working : ‘* Why, there is nothing to lapse.” And from 
the tone in which he uttered the words, we judged it was unusual with him to 
let an agent go through his hands without a large lapse schedule. He be- 
longed to an old school of men whose day, we trust, has passed. An inspec- 
tor has a duty to perform to the company, and the workers in the district to 
which he has been sent. He should understand there is no great merit in 
filling up schedule after schedule with policies for cancellation. Work of this 
sort is no recommendation. The company feels he ought to have collected the 
arrears, thus saving the business, and the agent gets disheartened, leaving the 
service, and involving pecuniary loss upon the company. The best inspector 
is he who reduces arrears, forces up advance payments, helps the agent to get 
applications, and generally improves the condition of the agency. He can 
find out and report anything unsatisfactory, but he should perform this duty 
in such manner that whatever the outcome of his inspection, the agent will 
not feel that he was treated harshly. 











NEWS OF THE WEEK. 


President Harteau’s Interesting Address. 


PRESIDENT HARTEAU of the Metropolitan Plate Glass Insurance Company, 
in his annual address to his board of directors, referring to the assets of the 
company, says : 


We are able to show for the first time in our annual statement the solid 


item of $200,000, at par value of four percent government bonds. This item 
alone must attract the attention of the insuring public, appearing, as it does, 
with a net surplus of $110,516. 

Our creditable bank account will no less command attention, together with 
the small uncollected premium account, when compared to other statemants 
from companies in our line of insurance. 


Speaking of agents, Mr. Harteau highly praises their efforts in a terse 
manner, as follows : 


Our agents in every State, city and place cannot be too highly commended 
for their energy and zeal in our behalf. They are gentlemen, as a whole, 
intelligent, experienced and well qualified for our work. That we may make 
as few mistakes as possible regarding their relations with the home office, ‘‘a 
close and free correspondence ” is exchanged. 

he promptness in which we have met claimants in adjusting their losses 
has been, in all instances, entirely satisfactory to the insured and given the 
company much notoriety for fair and honorable dealing. 

The strong and unsavory competition in our line of insurance has forced 


THE SPECTATOR. 


5! 


your managers to watch with unusual diligence the interests confided to their 
care, 

In closing this report, I am also free to say that the outlook for the same 
continued prosperity of our affairs is in every point encouraging. Any doubt 
on this deciaration would not mar our prospects if the competitive companies 
were drawn more closely together to consider at least their mutual interests by 
acting more in unity. 

I deem it my duty to bring about, if possible, such fraternal relations that 
our business can be prosecuted in a fair, equitable and honorable manner, 
seeking no advantage over our rivals, but firmly claiming a disseverance of 
unity in any compact that is not carried out in spirit as well as in letter for the 
equal benefit of all concerned. 





Pennsylvania Association of Fire Insurance Agents. 


THE above-named association was organized at a State convention of fire 
insurance agents held at Harrisburg, Wednesday, January 15. The constitu- 
tion and by-laws were adopted, which declare as follows : 

The object of this association shall be the promotion of harmony in under- 
writing, the protection of our interests and those of our companies, in our 
severa] territories, and the securing of united action in such direction as may 
be required to secure these results. 

A person to be eligible to membership in this association shall be a duly 
commissioned agent of one or more fire insurance companies, dving business 
in Pennsylvania, and shall be a member of a local board of organization in his 
district where such exists. Where such local board organization does not 
exist, he sha:] conform to the rates and rules of local board organizations, with 
whose memkers he may come into competition. 

The following-named gentlemen were elected officers for the ensuing year : 
President, George E. Wagner, Philadelphia; vice-presidents, Frank R. Leib, 
Harrisburg, A. J. Kauffman, Columbia, J. Woods Brown, Milton; treasurer, 
George F. P. Wanger, Pottstown; secretary, W. G. Eno, Wilkesbarre; execu- 
tive committec—W. C. Helmbold, Clearfield; George W. Lenhart, Browns- 
ville; Samuei Burns, Lancaster; F. K. Groves, Bradford; E. W. S. Parth- 
more, Ilarrisburg; F. G. Sweeny, Chester; Frank McCormick, Williamsport; 
F. L. Hitchcock, Scranton; W. B. Rankin, Bellefonte. 





Automatic Sprinklers in Chicago. 


AT the recent meeting of the Chicago Fire Underwriters Association, Charles 
Squires, manager of the inspection department, submitted an interesting report 
upon the work of his department during the past year. We make the follow- 
ing extract : 


Regarding automatic sprinkler equipments, I think that every reflecting 
underwriter is convinced that unless they are inspected frequently that they 
cannot be depended upon. To be reliable they should be complete in every 
detail, of the best material and construction, piping of the standard sizes, good 
drainage, proper valves and other appliances, water tanks of sufficient capa- 
city, with the required pressure, heads located within the required distances 
and at all points needed, and such safeguards as are possible, made use of to 
keep the systems in good condition. You are already aware that there are 
several defective systems under the jurisdiction of this department. So far asit 
has been possible to secure the co-operation of the owners of such systems and 
have the defects remedied, it has been done, but owing to the fact that they 
had been accepted by the association before they were placed under the super- 
vision of this department it was not deemed wise to enforce all of the recom- 
mendations made by the sprinkler inspector. The reasons for such action 
were fully explained to the association in a letter from your chairman, E. W. 
Lyman, accompanied with a description of the defects which were published 
on Slips Nos. 1064, 1065 and 1066. To effect compliance with his suggestions 
in about twenty per cent of the systems, has subjected the inspector to repeated 
visits, and in a number of them long and tedious delays before they wern sat- 
isfactory. Alterations had to be made, additional heads provided in unpro- 
tected places, such as closets, stairways, decks, galleries, etc. ‘The approxi- 
mate cost of compliance with requests made for such improvements has 
amounted to about $12,000. The past year’s experience secms conclusive 
that should inspection of these systems cease, that within a short time more or 
less of the same conditions would again exist, and the required improve- 
ments could not be secured without enforcing the penalty of an advaneed rate. 

There are 137 buildings equipped in the city which are under the super- 
vision of the department. Thirty-three were accepted during the past year. 
One hundred and four were accepted previous to 1889. ‘The buildings are 
equipped with the various systems as follows: Grinnell, 50; New Haven, 29 ; 
Neracher, 15 ; Clapp, 21 ; Kerstoter, 6 ; Walworth, 15 ; Barnes, not accepted, 
1. There are also twenty-five buildings now being equipped that are not yet 
ready for acceptance. The department has deemed it necessary to adopt the 
imperative rule that all persons intending to equip, and all engaged in supply- 
ing equipments, before entering into any contracts for the same, or commenc- 
ing work upon any equipment coming under the supervision of this depart- 
ment for approval, shall first submit their plans and specifications to this 
department. This will save much valuable time to all concerned, and avoid 
the delays heretofore experienced where such precautions were not taken. In 
connection with this subject, allow me to suggest that members of the assoc:a- 
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tion can render valuable assistance to the department, by urging upon such of 
their patrons who are contemplating equipping their buildings the necessity of 
exhibiting their plans to the department for approval before closing any con- 
tracts for equipments. For the convenience of members the department will 
furnish soon further information regarding the various plants that have been 
inspected, and also some rules and regulations in regard to construction, etc. 
Recently the department was requested to report to the superintendent of 
the fire patrol regarding thermostats connected with electro-mercurial alarms. 
The short experience we have had has developed the fact that there are many 
portions of buildings unprotected, such as decks, closets, stairways, etc. 





Some Extracts From the Figures of 1889. 








THE SPECTATOR. 


| Net Surpius Over | 


Total 
Assets, 
Jan. 1, 

1890. 


COMPANIES, 


CAPITAL AND ALL 


Oruer Liasititigs, 





| 


Jan. 1, Jan. 1, 


| Total 
| Expendi- 
| tures in 


1889. 


Total 
Income 


in 1889. 


| 
| 
1889. 





| 
1890. | 


ee ee a $ 
19,071,510) 3,586,239) 3,700,666) 3,302,774/3,265,543 
2,168,804) 302,192) 351,229 913,657} 800,864 
428,437, 161,394 110,730} 100,505) 92,783 
347,980 38,081 51,861 169,634) 148,558 
1,344,353) 231,952) 249,718) 597,044| 597,321 
2,048,584 956,234 1,014.853) 514,308] 447,155 
2,642,670) 367,464) 409,617) 1,759,944] 1,620,932 
2,509 553 49,735| 1,017,073] ,156,786 
5,827) 15,820 5.715 
21,611 28,884) 25,571 
32,028, 39,698} + 33,903 
408,996) 635.327] 590,490 
824,303) 460,689, 421,208 
66,993 19,501 18,538 
14,808} 124,079} 49,069 
1,151} 1,740 249 
15,352 43.334| 44,743 
72,030) 42,378) 47,067 
—16,620; 111,082) 132,624 
198,513, 107,625) 100,400 
326,529) 524,968) 631,659 
73829! 36,348) 19,581 
3 68,047, 122,406) 241,470 
2,890,988 1,009,788) 2,466,464'2,508,463 
2,347,693 522,255) 1,167,804|1,131,313 
271,862 78,663) 135,960) 124,171 
132,410 10,309 56,657; 54,756 
285,873 33,306, 68,465) 53,164 
216,296 67,148 83,730} 47,286 
223,360 218,873) 236,205 
18,742| 18,447 
185,316, 162,472 
63,607, 53,454 
169,248) 175,456 
278,851) 276,356 
77472, 77,143 
356,410 319,866 
95,780) 79,755 
1,817,5121,759,646 
213,898 193,905 
41,936, 40,627 
247,004) 229,115 
377,086, 428,074 
47,973) 


Etna, Hartford 

Agricultural, Watertown 
Albany, Albany............ eee 
Allemannia, Pittsburgh 
American Central, St. Louis. .. 
American, Newark 

American, Philadelphia 
Anglo-Nevada, San Francisco.. 
Arkansas, Little Rock 

Artisans, Pittsburgh 

Ben Franklin, Allegheny 
British America, Toronto* 
Buffalo German, Buffalo 

Cash, Pittsburgh 

Capital, Concord 

Carolina, Wilmingtont 

Central City, Selma, Ala 
Cincinnati, Cincinnati 

Citizens, Cincinnati ........... 
Citizens, St. Louis 

City of London, London* 
Columbia of the Dist. of Col'm., 
Commerce, Albany, .......... 
Commercial Union, London*.. 
Connecticut, Hartford 

Cooper, Dayton 

Dayton, Dayton... 

Denver, Denver ft - 
Dubuque F. and M. Dubuque., 
Dutchess Co. Mut , Po'keepsie 
Eagle, Cincinnati 

Eagle, New York 

Empire City, New York 
Empire State, Rochester 
Equitable F. & M., Providence. 
Eureka F. and M., Cincinnati..| 
Farmers Mut., | 
Fidelity, Huron, S. Dakota... 
Fire Association, Philadelphia. 
Fire Ins. Co. Co. of Phila | 
Fire and Marine, Wheeling.... | 
Firemens, Dayton 483,732 
Firemens, Newark | 1,720,158 
Firemens, New York | 


714, 
188,829 
53,802 


103,323 
237,866 
7,727 
700,007 
154,869 
19,717 
62,712 
915,433 
42,673 
20,531 
62,088) 
53.555 
964,312 
340,918) 
355,822) 
80,857 
42,416 
QII, 168) 


I 55,863 
4,587,870 
855 595 
141,773 


First National, Worcester 
Forest City, Rockford 
Franklin, Columbus........... | 
Franklin, Philadelphia 
German, Baltimore 

German, Freeport 

German, Philadelphia 
German-American, Pittsburgh | 
German Security, Louisville. . . | 
Glens Falls, Glens Falls 

Globe, New York 

Grand Rapids, Grand Rapids .| 
Granite State, Portsmouth. 
Greenwich, New York | 1,439,797 
Guardian, London* | 1,521,621 
Hamburg-Bremen, Hamburg™.| 1,152,580 
Hamilton, New York 
Hartford, Hartford 

Hawkeye, Des Moines 
Humboldt, Allegheny 
Imperial, London* 

Indiana, Indianapolis 

Ins. Co. of No. America, Phéla. 
Ins. Co. of the S. of Pa., Phila. 
Jetterson, New York 


| I,430,202|1,294,154 
95.530, 111,202 
67,06} 59,519 
15,616, 13,019 
601,867, 473,597 
81,254, 92,539 
130,704) 121,926 
pos pot 241,769 
1,006,493) 995,009 
895,533) @866,820 
991,678 994,547 
75,622| 95,747 


57,469) 
1,003,049} 
310,139 an 

, 3. } 
456,673 


417,537] 
73,594) 
2,230,982| 
195,885) 
6,330) 


274,811) 273,920 
759,570 A pn AP se 

, 1135,910 1,093,543 
2,345| 6,880, 67,909) 63,739 
2,448,383 4,402,529 4,355 631 
100,266 366,326 354,074 
243,408] 221,275 82,827, 113,827 
184,972| 186,621; 33,629) 33,783 
72 617 72,231, 127,967; 122,408 
13,310 5,296 71,019 
167,451} 162,158 98,698 
94,397, 82,877 93,639 
22,087 17,183 122,971 
441,128) 467,665 | 463,530 


176,490 
8,731,251) 
718,452 
499,445 
351,752 
431,484) 
273,490 
361,418) 
338,937 
244,173 
783,244 


efferson, Philadelphia 
ersey City, Jersey City 
Kenton, Covington 
Kings County, Brooklyn 
Knickerbocker, New York 
Lafayette, Brooklyn 
Lion Fire, London * 





3,059,534 2,804,554_ 


Thursday, 


SOME EXTRACTS FROM THE FIGURES OF 1889—Continued. 





Ner Surpius Over | 
CAPITAL AND ALL 


Ornes LIABILITIES Total 


Expendi- 
| tures in 
1889. 


Total 
Assets, 
Jan. 1, 

1890. 


Total 
Income 


COMPANIES. ie 
| in 1889, 


Jan. 1, | Jan. 1, 
1889. 1890. 





$ $ | 
134,971 18,338) 
797,627, 242,601 
67,111 23,208 
147,855, 35.469) 
654,323) 139,564! 
378,453} 127,250 
1,554,058} 438,712 
479,939 109,361 
372,807| 75,646) 
@313,058| 92,3 193,040) 171,335 
1,621,604! 861,61 621,591) 537,421 
181,630 13 042! 27,987, 36,926 
435,082) 178,262) 84,637; 81,945 
204,872) 65 090) 42,143) 33,278 
191,776} 50,079) 51,723} 49,166 
403,365 71,881) 229,850! 252,883 
pp we ae pm 16,3 4 
’ 41,545) 37:225| 35, 
1,588,817 +352) 803,962 738,418 
356,659 56,212) 157,628! 166,657 
707,726} 117,070 364,500! 441,420 
354,429} 50,397 179,B95| 221,187 
3,450,520) 1,857,345 2,040,819 1,947,092 
484,474] 34,120 156,769) 150,515 
poe = eet 77,32 
5 12,985 15,659| 10,812 
1,805,663} 161,822 917,555} 883,683 
714.098 340,070 261,557 283,523 
101, 2,215 1,15 
348,705) 101,228 86,074, 89,112 
341,316] 39,192 147,998 144,323 
5,305,004] 1,166,055 2,778,050 |2,737,719 
163.728} —1,645 27,282) 21,142 
279,608} 160,535 33,655; 29,736 
"B78| bese TB.04| 8.000 
: ,058| 18,04 1900 
1,144,316] 112,622) 86,108} 995,170)1,022,324 
Reliance, Philadelphia.........| 829,928; 302,232) 280,162| 210,830) 214,376 
Rhode I. Un. Assn., Providence) 1,046,884) 212,415) 158,549 538,652) 522,372 
Rochester German, Rochester 751.385) 209,060. 218,521 427,448) 394,054 
Scot. Union and Nat. Edin'brg*| 1,673,759) 1,011,450] 1,264,223 564,327) 504,541 
Security, Cincinnati . 228,397) 19,281 27,140 81,214 71,871 
Security, New Haven 650,454, 80,154] 
Spring Garden, Philadelphia .| 1,273,583] 
State, Nashville...........----| 256,271) 
Stuyvesant, New York ....... | 300,434 
Teutonia, Allegheny | 222,076) 
Teutonia, New Orleans 444,215) 
Teutonia, Philadelphia. ....... 
Teutonia F. and M., Dayton... 
Traders, Chicago 
Transatlantic, Hamburg * 
Union (Marine), Bangor 
Union, 


Louisville Germania, Louisville 
Lumbermens, Philadelphia... . 
Manf. & Mer. Mut., Rockford..' 
Maryland, Baltimore 
Mechanics, Philadelphia 
Mercantile, Cleveland 

‘* The Merchants,’ Newark ... 
Merchants, Providence........ 
Meriden, Meriden 
Metropolitan Plate Glass, N. Y. 
Milwaukee Mechanics, Mil’kee. 
Mount Holly, Mount Holly.... 
Nassau, Brooklyn.......... 108 
National, Allegheny 

National, Cincinnati .... 
National, New York 

National Metropolitan, Wash'n. 
National Union, Washington .. 
New Hampshire, Manchester. . 
New York, New York 

New York Bowery, New York 
North American, Boston 

North Brit. and Mercantile*. .. 
North River, New York. ...... | 
Ohio, Dayton 

Old Town, Baltimore 

Orient, Hartford.... 

Pacific, New York 

Peoples, Dist. of Columbia 4... 
Peoples, Middletown 

Peoples, New York 

Phoenix, Hartford 

Phoenix F. and M., Memphis. . 
Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh 
Potomac, Baltimore 
Portsmouth Fire Ass'n, N. H.. 
Providence-Wash'n, Providence 


195,115} 
194,095} 
874,247, 828,523 
258,848) 246,016 
142,391| 139,648 





155,083 
323,480 
33,017 
61,544 
11,241 
1,796,425 
42,424 
24,772 
18,040 
161,799 
305,091 
1,0 
101,123 
25,104 
1,301,236 
3,241 
164,132 
59,054 
17,741 








487,863 
311,430 
52,760 
67,409 
49,336 
186,986 
32,746 
86,282 
586,034 
279.555 
151,715 
41,149 
883.531 
1,030,410 1,051,281 
267,020, 260,514 
€ 132,043) 17,185 
60,402) 72,314 
24,975, 19,045 
169,628) 181,979 
1,273,749 1,291,575 
154,870, 149,701 
590,923) 571,660 


480,823 
365,030 
49,685 
66,104 
39,862 
151 853 
33,451 
81,274 
627,091 
253,559 


76,725 
313,263 
18,006 
55.745 
64,291 
98,6c9 
265,233) 
405,311) 
1,334,268) 
517,407| 
302,211| 
171,301 
Union, San Francisco ........} 1,272,187) 
United Fire Rein., Manchester*| 1,099 426 
United Firemens, Philadelphia. 1,072.352! 
Vernon I. and T., Indianapolis. | 169,026) 
Western, Cincinnati 145.501 
Western, Louisville 195,022) 
Western, Pittsburg! i abe Nesta 431,383) 
Western, Toronto 1,051,616] 
Western Home, Sioux City....) 341,685 
Williamsburgh City, Brooklyn. 1,393,312) 
| 


414 322 
78,622 
5,845 
—7,894 
80,334 
23,029 
443,776 
58,323 
646,016 


450,046, 
59,607, 
611,004 
| 





+ Began business May 1, 1889. 
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* United States Branch. t+ Began business Oct., 1889. 
a Includes remittance to Home Office. 4 Began business Nov. 4, 1889, 
$100,000 new capital paid in. d@ Excluding “ glass on hand.” 





Scientific Fire Fighting. 


EVERYBODY knows that there are two ways to put out fire, writes Frederic 
Tudor in The Boston Herald, one by drenching it with water, the other by 
smothering it. There is a scientific explanation of these two processes. The 
water extinguishes the fire because (and only when) it carrics off the heat 
faster than the combustion can produce it. Water has the highest specific 
heat, that is, capacity of absorbing heat, pound for pound, of any known sub- 
stance, and by its evaporation carries off or renders latent, as it is called, 
an enormous amount of it, and to carry off heat is the same thing as to pro- 
duce cold, The same quantity of heat which will just evaporate a gallon of 
water weighing eight and one-third pounds into steam will raise a 36-pound 
cannon ball to the melting point, 2000 degrees F. This is hard to under- 
stand, because the resulting temperatures are so far apart, but it is one of 
those facts of nature which has been established beyond question. If, how- 
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ever, the heat absorbed by the water and its resulting evaporation is less 
than that produced bythe combustion, the fire will gain headway. It isa 
familiar fact that when a fire is well started, water seems to have no effect 
upon it. Perhaps if a tenth of the water used reached the burning matter it 
might be quenched, but the most of it is thrown haphazard into a dense smoke 
where nothing can be seen, and falls at once into the cellar, or runs off the 
roof and walls into the gutters, and so finds its way to the sewers. All the 
witnesses of great fires cannot have failed to notice that the streets become 
rivers of water, which is not apparently even heated. In buildings it runs 
down staircases like a cataract, at the same time that the under sides of the 
same stairs may be burning. According to Mr. Dexter Brackett, the quantity 
of water used at the recent Boston fire was sufficient to have covered the 
whole area burned to the depth of ten or twelve feet. The action of water in 
contact with highly heated matter shows it to be of doubtful value in extin- 
guishing fires after the temperature has reached a white hest. A drop of 
water will run about on the surface of iron barely red hot without touching 
the iron at all. This is called the ‘* spheroidal state,” and has been pretty 
thoroughly investigated. Mr. Pouillett, a French authority on physics, was 
able to keep a large platinum crucible while hot and full of water for hours 
without the latter becoming much reduced in quantity, and of course without 
any diminution in the temperature of the crucible. It is known that cor- 
siderable pressure will not at such times force the spheroidal water into 
contact with the heated surface. The burning matter, therefore, when a high 
temperature has been reached, holds the water away at arm’s length, as it 
were, and effectually prevents it from chilling the glowing surfaces below the 
temperature at which combustion is possible. This explains why the throw- 
ing of water into an intense fire has so little evident effect. When it is 
thrown, however, on bodies already cool, it may, by keeping them so, prevent 
combustion from becoming established, and this explains why adjoining 
buildings are sometimes easily protected against the approach of a fire which 
totally destroys the building where it started, notwithstanding the deluges 
of water which may have been thrown into it. In accordance with these 
phenomena, we should expect, in case of a great fire, that the streams thrown 
by the pumps, if, indeed, the firemen can bear the heat sufficiently to get 
near enough to throw them directly into the fire, pass right through the 
flame and get to the cellar almost immediately, touching on the way but a 
fraction of the burning matter, and probably not quenching it at all. The 
little that does encounter it is so rapidly evaporated by the absolutely im- 
measurable quantities of heat set free by the combustion that it can have no 
effect in arresting it. 

The effect of smothering a fire is entirely different; this process pays 
no regard to heat, but aims at preventing access of air to the burning 
material. Without a continuous supply of fresh air combustion is impossi- 
ble. That is another fact of science which cannot be controverted. No 
matter how tremendous the fire may be, or how intense the heat, if air is 
shut off from it effectually it must cool down and go out. 

What I would like to have the fire fighters consider in the case of our Boston 
fire is, what would have been the effect of strategy? They found the fire 
bottled up, so to speak, It is in evidence that the fire had been burning half 
an hour before the firemen arrived. Suppose they had let it alone for a while 
longer.. All the time the burning continued it would be increasing the accu- 
mulation of the gas, which stifles combustion, and would cause the latter to 
steadily diminish. They could have found and stopped all openings and cracks 
which admitted air, beginning at the bottom where the air presses in with most 
force, and where it would be most convenient to stop it. While this was 
going on ladders could have been raised, other and higher openings could have 
been more tightly closed; asbestos curtains could have been attached to the 
window frames to shut off air in case the glass should be broken. Finally, the 
enemy would have been securely imprisoned, and there would have been time 
for a deliberate and thoughtful survey of the building, the probable location 
of the fire could have. been fixed, and intelligent means devised to cope with 
it, either by wetting, without access of air, or by smothering still further with 
carbonic dioxide gas (as, for example, has been often done in the case of 
mines, and only recently at the fire in the Calumet & Hecla mines), or by 
both processes. Up to this time the fire, if not under control, would at least 
have been kept within bounds, while lines of hose and waterproof covers 
could have been placed securely and with deliberation in the most advantageous 
positions, not only to try to subdue the fire, but to efficiently protect adjoining 
buildings and the merchandise within them, in case it proved to be uncon- 
querable. Instead of this, the doors and windows were precipitately smashed 
in, giving free access of air, and with it new life and invincible energy to 
what a moment before was weakly gasping for air and struggling to break its 
bonds. This was done, not after the hose lines were run, but the very first 
thing, and, as a consequent effect, which ought to have been expected, the 
building was ablaze everywhere before the hose lines were run and the engincs 
ready to play. By the time they were in readiness the heat had become so 
intense that the firemen were forced to retreat, abandoning part of their costly 
apparatus. The blaze was now so fierce that there was no hope except in 
retreat to such a distance as to afford time to get aline of protection established 
before the fire could overtake them. That is, the course was taken then which 
ought to have been taken first, to let the burning building alone and secure 
the adjoining property. That would seem to be a scientific way, and, in the 
light of the facts I have stated, and which I am sure others must have 
observed, to treat fires as 1 have proposed would seem to be in accord with 
common-sense, and practical as well as scientific. 

To let the air in freely is always dangerous ; if the fire has been burning for 
some time and the temperature of all the combustible matter has reached a 
high point, although not yet afire, to do it is to insure certain destruction to 
the building and perhaps to others. To keep the building closed and shut 
out the air—as is always practiced on ships in case of fire, and often with suc- 
cess—would, if not affording a nearer approach and a better method of attack, 
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at all events give ample time to protect the adjoining buildings, and so effect 
ively prevent a large conflagration. 

To displace all the oxygen within a building and prevent fresh air from 
getting in through imperceptible cracks and by process of diffusion through 
walls, if it is a large one, might prove a difficult thing todo. I recently had 
occasion to test the quantity of air which would escape through the walls and 
cracks of a very large building, covering nearly half an acre of land, the regu- 
lar openings being all closed. It amounted to no less than 20,000 cubic feet a 
minute, under a pressure equivalent to a half-inch of water. A fire in a build- 
ing, if not very far advanced, would not generate a much greater pressure— 
that is, draught--than this. But to convert the oxygen of so great a volume 
of air (of which it constitutes nearly a fourth part) into carbonic dioxide would 
require extensive apparatus, although it is not necessary to so convert the 
whole of it. A solution of the problem would seem to be in burning the air 
by coke fires under-large boilers, cooling the burnt air down to the boiling 
point of water, and using the steam produced in the form of jets to propel 
it and steam along with it into the burning building. 

All objects cooler than 212 degrees Fahr. would precipitate the steam as 
water, becoming thus wet and less liable to take fire. The steam would more 
effectively dampen, perhaps, than water thrown from a hose or sprinkler, for 
the reason that the steam would pervade everywhere, whereas gravity carries 
water downward at once. Any one who has seen the effect of escaping steam 
within a building will appreciate the fact that its wetting and penetrating 
power is considerable. On the other hand, if the temperature got to be 
higher than 212 degrees Fahr., the steam would remain as a fixed gas displac- 
ing the air, and as a non-supporter of combustion, would assist the neutral 
nitrogen and carbonate oxygen to smother the fire, while its appearance as 
steam at all points of escape would prove a most efficient aid in the detec- 
tion of openings. 

The failure of the process of fire smothering by employment of carbonic 
dioxide hitherto, I think, has been due to two causes: First, the buildings 
could not be effectively closed ; and, second, the quantity of gas supplied was 
insufficient, To take a hypothetical example, we might suppose a warehouse 
constructed on the slow-burning plan, divided into isolated rooms, say 50 feet 
wide by 80 feet deep and 12 feet high, and containing 50,000 cubic feet. In 
case of fire in one of these rooms, it could be extinguished by replacing one- 
eighth of the contained air by carbonic dioxide. Suppose this were kept pre- 
pared, in liquid form, in strong steel chambers, the tremendous pressure (750 
pounds to the square inch) would enable the spray to be thrown to a consider- 
able distance, and beside at once tending to check the combustion by its pres- 
ence, it would, by the enormous cold produced by its evaporation from a liquid 
state, tend to cool down combustible matter, if already heated to the tempera- 
ture where burning is impossible. Seven-eighths of the liquid, upon its release, 
at once turns to gas at a temperature of 125 degrees below zero Fahr., and 
the remainder, which takes the form of snow, gradually volatilizes at the same 
temperature. The cold thereby produced would form a valuable part of the 
process, 

For our supposed case 585 gallons of the liquefied gas would be required 
immediately to charge the room with one-eighth of its volume of carbonic 
dioxide, and to allow for leakage, a continuous supply should be kept up, until 
the fire was wholly extinct, at the rate of two gallons a minute. The apparatus 
would have to be somewhat extensive to produce this result, But it should 
be remembered that there would be no damage to goods not actually burned 
or scorched or to the building from the use of this gas, as there would be if 
water were employed even in moderate quantity. 

I notice President Walker of the Institute of Technology, advises that a 
scientific man be delegated to study conflagrations by actual observation. 
That is a good idea. Perhaps some day he wiil establish a course of fire engi- 
neering, and we shall begin to see the muscle and bravery of our firemen 
successfully re-enforced by science and method in their work. 





NOTES OF COMPANIES. 


The Phenix of Hartford. 


Tuis substantial and progressive company shows such excellent results on its 
last years’ transactions, that its statement is worthy of more than the passing 
notice which we gave it recently. Having received an abstract of the com- 
pany’s figures in detail, we find that it shows that with a capital of $2,000,000, 
its total assets now amount to $5,305,004, which is an increase of $243,757 
over the previous year ; its surplus now amounts to $1,301,236, exclusive of 
capital, which is a gain of $128,821 over the last year. There has been a 
steady gain in premium receipts for a number of years past, the total for 1889 
being $2,559,539, a gain of upward $209,000 for 1888. It paid in losses 
$1 625,183, the ratio of losses incurred to premium receipts being 62.5. While 
this showing indicates a degree of enterprise highly commendable on the part 
of the company and managers, the ratio of management expenses to premiums, 
32.5, demonstrates that with a large company like the Phoenix, the volume of 
business may be very greatly increased without a corresponding decrease in the 
cost of obtaining it, for the ratio of management expenses of the company for 
the past five years have averaged about 33, a little over the cost of-last year. 
The stockholders of the Phoenix must experience a great deal of gratification 
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at receiving their annual dividends, which aggregate the very handsome sum 
of $280,000, as has been the case for a number of years past. 

The Phoenix is one of the largest agency companies, having an extended 
business virtually covering the entire country, and its liberal dealings with its 
policyholders have won for it a most enviable reputation. Indeed, it isa 
company for which agents can work with the utmost satisfaction, because it is 
so well known that it requires little persuasion to induce propertyowners to 
receive its policies. . The company has general agencies at Albany, Philadel- 
phia and San Francisco. The Cincinnati general agency of the Phcenix of 
Hartford was established March 1, 1857, ‘‘ with a view to facilitate opera- 
tions and to secure a more intimate acquaintance with agents and the business 
of agencies in the West and South,” and it will be admitted that the success 
of the department emphasizes the wisdom of the founders of the company. 
The Western general agent is H. M. Magill, who has been connected with 
the department since its establishment, and the assistant general agent. Theo. 
F. Spear, who entered the service of the company in 1861. 

The department for the Pacific States was established in 1863, and is 
under the management of Captain Arthur E. Magill. W.C. Goodrich is 
general agent at Philadelphia. 

The officers of the Phoenix are H. Kellogg, president ; D. W. C. Skilton, 
vice-president ; J. H. Mitchell, second vice-president ; George H. Burdick, 
secretary ; Charles E. Galacar, assistant secretary. The exhibit made by the 
Phoenix for 1889, in face of the very heavy losses that occurred during the 
latter part of the year, is the highest testimonial to the efficiency of the execu- 
tive officers that could be made. 





The Glens Falls Insurance Company. 

THE above named company, familiarly known in the business as ‘‘ the old 
and tried,” is out with its preliminary statement, and shows its usual advance 
in all essential points. With a capital of $200,000, it has cash assets amount- 
ing to $1,785,404, which is a gain of upwards of $110,000 over last year, and 
surplus over all liabilities of $1,003,049, as against $911,168 a year ago. It 
received in premiums during 1889 $625,283, being a gain of nearly $20,000. 
It paid for losses $257,035, and for dividends $20,000. Its income exceeded 
its disbursements by $148,270. The Glens Falls has been uniforraly success- 
ful for many years past, each annual statement showing a marked gain over 
the preceding one. On the first of January, 1880, it showed assets amounting 
to $966,598, and a surplus amounting to $443,217, while for the present year 
it shows assets, $1,785,404, and surplus, $1,003,049, having nearly doubled 
its assets, and considerably more than doubled its surplus during the present 
decade. This indicates careful and experienced underwriting, as well as 
excellent financial ability in the management of the assets. R. M. Little is 
president of the company, und J. C. Cunningham, secretary. Both of these 
gentlemen are well known as underwriters of extended experience and intelli- 
gent business capacity in every respect. We congratulate the company and 
its agents upon its magnificent showing for the present year. 





The British America of Toronto. 
THE preliminary statement of the British America is a gratifying exhibit, 
showing assets amounting to $866,128, and surplus of $47,044 in the past 
year. The British America sustained exceptionally heavy losses during the 
year, as did the other companies, so that it is all the more credit to the admin- 
strative ability of Governor Morison, that the company is able to show such 
satisfactory results and such satisfactory gains in surplus and assets. 





The Home Insurance Company of New York. 


Tuis grand old company is out with its seventy-third semi-annual statement, 
and a magnificent showing it makes. The company has a capital stock of 
$3,000,000. Its assets amount to $8,931,160, with a net surplus over and 
above all liabilities of $1,307,543. It did a very large volume of business last 
year, having its agencies in every State and every important city in the 
country, and its well-known fairness and promptness in dealing with its 
patrons have established it in the confidence of propertyowners. It has thus 
become one of the easiest companies to get business for that there is in the 
field. The management of the Home is progressive in every respect, its 
managers being full of ideas developed from their long experience in the busi- 
ness. D. A. Heald, the president, is conceded to be one of the most intelli- 
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gent underwriters of the day, and for a great many years has been the leading 
spirit of the Home. The other officers of the company are: John H. Wash- 
burn and Elbridge G. Snow, vice-presidents ; William L. Bigelow and Thomas 
B. Greene, secretaries, and Henry J. Ferris and Areunah M. Burtis, assistant 
secretaries. This constitutes an executive corps second to none engaged in 
the fire underwriting business. 

The Home, like all other companies, was a heavy sufferer by the large 
fires of the past year, notwithstanding which it declares its customary dividend 
to its stockholders, aggregating $300,090. The nearly nine million of assets 
of the company are very carefully invested, and show a market value largely 
in excess of the par value -of the securities, and in excess also of the cost of 
such securities to the company, so that the increase in values has materially 
swelled the assets of the company. These facts show good financiering on 
the part of the officers of the Home, demonstrating their ability to put the 
money received where it will do the most good. 

The field force of the Home for ability and underwriting capacity is second 
to that of no company in the country. Ducat & Lyon of Chicago, managers 
of the Western department, are veteran underwriters and very poputar in their 
territory ; A. E. Magill of San Francisco, who has the Pacific Coast, is also 
prominent in underwriting circles on that coast ; the New England agents, 
Wilmarth & Emerson of Boston, are also experienced underwriters, which 
may alse be said of their other heads of departments, and between them they 
contrive to give to the Home an immense volume of business each year. It 
received in premiums last year $4, 337,402.93, and paid for losses $2,908, 329.98. 
Of course the Home, in common with other companies, suffers from excessive 
competition, but it manages to hold its own with the most wideawake of its 
competitors, while the voice of its managers has always been in favor of the 
best and most conservative practices. 





The Springfield Fire and Marine Insurance Company. 

THE preliminary statement of the Springfield Fire and Marine Insurance 
Company shows that the company, with a capital of $1,500,000, has now 
assets amounting to $3,410,983, and surplus as regards policyholders of 
$2,020,510. The Springfield is one of the strongest and most substantial fire 
insurance companies, and its management is characterized by energy and 
ability. J. N. Dunham is president of the company, and Sanford J. Hall 
the secretary. A. J. Harding of Chicago is the manager of the Western de- 
partment, and Jacobs & Easton are the general agents for the Pacific Coast. 
The company did a very large and prosperous business last year, showing 
large gains in assets and surplus over the preceding year. In August last 
$250,000 of its surplus was capitalized, making the present net surplus 
$520,510. 





The Transatlantic Fire Insurance Company. 


THE preliminary statement of the United States branch of the Transatlantic 
Fire Insurance Company, of which E. Harbers is manager, has been made 
public. It shows that the company had assets in this country amounting to 
$517,407; its liabilities are $179,745, leaving a surplus of $337,662. Consid- 
ering the fact of the heavy lossess encountered during the latter part of last 
year, this is a most excellent showing, and is in keeping with the uniform suc- 
cess that has attended the management. of the company’s business by Mr. 
Harbers. The Transatlantic is a solid, substantial German company, with 
headquarters at Hamburg, and the record of its United States branch has 
demonstrated that it is entitled to the confidence of propertyowners desiring 
insurance. Its trustees for this country are ; Charles M. Fry, president of the 
Bank of New York; James Seligman, of J. & W. Seligman & Co., and Paul 
Lichtenstein—gentlemen whose financial standing and reputation constitute 
an additional guaranty for the integrity and equitable dealings of the com- 
pany. The head offices of the company are located at No. 62 Liberty street 
New York city. 





The Fidelity and Casualty Company. 


THE preliminary statement of the Fidelity and Casualty Company shows that 
it possesses assets amounting to $1,017,316, with a net surplus of $72,530, its 
capital amounting to $250,000, The assets have largely increased and so has 
the premium income. This company was organized under a special charter 
granted by the State of New York, authorizing it to do several kinds of busi- 
ness, and it has therefore conducted the business of accident assurance, plate 
glass insurance, steamboiler and fidelity insurance, each branch being pushed 
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with most commendable eriergy. In all departments it has been uniformly 
successful, and the aggregate result is shown in the figures quoted above. In 
connection with its accident business it offers a definite contract, assuring 
against accidents of all kinds, for $21 per annum for $5000 assurance and $25 
weekly indemnity, which is considerably below, the amount formerly charged 
for such assurance. - It also issues a policy insuring employers against injuries 
that may be sustained by their employees. During the past year it added still 
another feature to its business, which is the insurance of sprinkler risks, that 
is, it grants a policy of indemnity to owners of automatic sprinklers against 
losses resulting’ from the use of such appliance in the way of leakage or other 
damage that may be caused by accident or otherwise. The fact that this 
company does several kinds of business upon its capital has excited the vigor- 
ous hostility of some of its competitors, who have attempted to have it ruled 
out of certain States ; but in this they have signally failed, the Fidelity and 
Casualty having been able to show upon every occasion that it is properly 
and lawfully organized, that its assets are ample, and that its business is con- 
conducted in an honorable, straightforward manner. ‘The past year was an 
excellent one for the company, and it made material claims in its assets and 
surplus. William M. Richards is president of the company, George F. 
Seward, the vice-president, and has recently been charged with the active 
executive management of the company; Robert J. Hillas, secretary, and 
Edward L. Shaw, assistant secretary, are able assistants in the management of 
the business, while the chiefs in charge of each of the several departments 
above referred to are experienced in their respective lines and full of energy 
and ambition. The company is one which, because of the record it has already 
made and its financial standing, is entitled to the confidence of the community. 
The record for 1889 is the best the company ever showed. 





The Massachusetts Mutual Life Insurance Company. 


THE statement of the Massachusetts Life shows commendable progress in the 
operation of its business during the past year. It entered upon the year 1889 
with assets amounting to $9,565,523, and closed the year with $10,415,818. 
The surplus at four per cent valuation last year was $755,525, while this year 
it is $857,342. It issued during the year 4443 policies, insuring $15,032,2c0, 
as against 3637 policies issued and $12,055,146 insured in the previous year, 
increasing its total number of policies in force from 18,767 insuring 
$49,480,584, to 20,626 policies in force insuring $56,320,503. The premium 
receipts of the company in 1889 were $1,913,231, while it paid to policyholders 
$1,092,000, its total disbursements amounting to $1,668,015. 

The year just passed was the most successful in every respect that the com- 
pany has ever known, and President Edgerly and Secretary Hall are entitled 
to much credit for the vigorous manner in which they have. conducted the 
business with such uniform success in the years passed, but conspicuously so 
in year 1889. In its own State the Massachusetts Life is looked upon as one 
of their strongest and most prosperous financial institutions, and affording to 
its thousands of policyholders the best insurance it is possible to obtain. 





The Michigan Mutual Life Insurance Company. 

THE above-named company presents its twenty-second annual statement, Cover- 
ing the business of 1889. It shows total assets of $2,613,313, with asurplus of 
$397,960, being an increase in assets of $324,052, and in surplus cf $51,980 over 
the business of the previous year, while in six years it has more than doubled 
its assets and assurance in force. It has paid to policyholders within this 
period $3,210,791. The amount of assurance written in 1889 was $4,609,575, 
and the amount of claims paid was $278,346. It will thus be seen that the 
Michigan Mutual is making steady and satisfactory progress, and is in a 
position to command the confidence of assurers. The officers of the company 
are Jacob S. Farrand, president; O. R. Looker, secretary, and General W. 
F. Raynolds, actuary. 














—The Peoples Insurance Company of Manchester, N. H., will remove in 
April next from its present location to new and commodious offices in the 
Dearborn block, on Elm street, corner of Merrimack. The annual statement 
of this company for 1889 will show that it is prospering as well asa new 
company in these times can prosper. The Peoples does business in twenty- 
four States, its agencies being directed from Manchester with the assistance of 
five special agents, 
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—The past year’s fire loss at Norfolk, Va., was $273,343. 

—The business portion of the town of Flora, Miss., was destroyed by fire 
January 14. 

—The Manchester Fire has been authorized to transact business in the State 
of Louisiana, 

—The Grand Rapids has withdrawn from Massachusetts, and the Arm- 
strong Fire from California. 

—A. W. Hart of Louisville, general agent of the Southern California In- 
surance Company, is in town. 

—The Standard’s estimate of the fire losses in the United States for the 
week ending January 16 is $2,036,000. 

—The resignation of Manager Stillman of the Pacific Insurance Union is 
announced, the same to take effect April 1. 

—E. A. Walton, president of the Citizens Insurance Company of New 
York, will sail for Europe about February 1. 

—W. F. Bingham has been appointed assistant secretary of the United 
States branch of the Sun Fire Office of London. ; 

—There were 1151 deaths reported in New York last week, making an 
annual death rate of 37.49 in every 1000 of the population. 

—Robert C. Rathbone has been elected president of the Metropolitan 
Board of Fire Insurance Brokers, succeeding F. H. Parson. 

—The Boston office of the Equitable Life, of which N. Warren is manager, 
wrote $600,000 more assurance in 1889 than in the year previous. 

—The Merchants of Providence lost heavily in surplus last year. 
uary I, 1889, it had $109,361 surplus ; on January 1, 1890, $82,664. 


On Jan- 


—Charles M. Slocum of Boston leaves the Providence-Washington to enter 
the service of the Phoenix of London, as special agent for New England. 

—Compact Manager Deane of the Georgia compact has resigned, and the 
executive committee of the Southeastern Tariff Association will undertake his 
work, 

—The Life Underwriters Association of Baltimore is preparing an anti- 
rebate bill, which will be offered during the present session of the Maryland 
legislature. 

—The Natural Premium Life Society of New Orleans, recently started, has 
decided to liquidate its present organization and start upon a new basis if 
advisable.—Z xchange. 

—Henry D. Smith, connected with the Union Mutual Life for nearly 
twenty-five years, and at one time its secretary, died at San Antonio, Tex., 
January 8, of consumption. 

—The Mutual Accident Association, Limited, of Manchester, England, 
has recently added to its business that of insurance against loss through leakage 
of automatic sprinkler systems. ; 

—The Pennsylvania Fire of Philadelphia began the year with $3,329,936 
in assets as against $3,106,553 January 1, 1889. The surplus, $1,415,825, 
was increased $142,813 over the preceding year. 

—Edmund J. Baker, president of the. Dorchester Mutual Fire Insurance 
Company of Boston, is dead at the advanced age of eighty-five. He was 
president of the company for twenty-seven years. 

—Fred P. Buell & Co., insurance brokers ‘at Chicago, have retired from 
the business, as has also W. W. Caldwell, the latter engaging in an agency 
system representing various manufacturers of merchandise. 

—The Troy Board of Underwriters, at its tenth annual meeting, re-elected 
the following officers : President, Gilbert Geer, Jr.; vice-president and treas- 
urer, William S, Kennedy ; secretary, J. B. Wilkinson, Jr. 


—Augustus Lovett, for many years identified with the insurance business, 
died in Boston Thursday last, at the age of seventy-seven. He was president 
of the old Hope Insurance Company, dissolved many years ago. 

—The fire losses in Savannah for the year 1889 are given at $1,310,570, and 
the insurance, at $3,824,523. Fifteen per cent of the fires are set down as 
‘* incendiary,” and six are reported to be ‘‘ supposed incendiary,” 


—The election of directors of the Alliance Insurance Association, held on 
Wednesday of last week, resulted in the election of Wm. E, Lowe, E. R. 
Craft, M. Tanenbaum and J. Q. A. Williamson for three years in the place 
of Wm. C, Pate, Eliot McCormick, Wallace F. Peck and the late W. Eugene 
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Whitney. At the annual meeting of the board on Friday, James Yereance 
was unanimously re-elected president. 

_=The insurance on the grain in elevator No. 3 of the Baltimore Elevator 
Company, at Baltimore, destroyed by fire Jan. 13, amounts to $249,000; on 
the elevator, pier and trestlework there was insurance of $220,700. 

—B. Williams, superintendent of agencies of the Union Mutual Life Insur- 
ance Company, will resign that position February 1, to become manager of the 
western department of the State Mutual Life Assurance Company at Chicago, 


—The Pittsburgh Board of Underwriters held its annual meeting January 
16, re-electing the following officers: W.G. McCandless, president ; W. P. 
Herbert, vice-president ; James H. Clancy, treasurer; J. D. McFadden, 
secretary, 

—F. Morse, who was vice-president and general manager of the Security 
Mutual Benefit Society before its consolidation with the Massachusetts Benefit 
Association, is now a metropolitan manager for the New York Life, with 
offices at 171 Broadway. 

—George W. Wright, charged with the embezzlement of $38,666 while 
Supreme Treasurer of the Order of Tonti, at Philadelphia, on Monday entered 
a plea of guilty, and was sentenced to pay a fine of $1000 and to undergo an 
imprisonment of four years and nine months. 


—Fire in the boot and shoe store of Wm, Claflin, Coburn & Co., Boston, 
January 17, caused a loss estimated at $100,000. Adjoining property was 
damaged to the extent of about $50,000. The insurance will cover the loss, 
Electric wires are supposed to have started the fire. 


—The New England conference of Eastern mutual fire insurance compa- 
panies, at their meeting on Monday, unanimously approved of the automatic 
sprinkler head manufactured by the New York and New Haven Autamatic 
Sprinkler Company of No. 165 Broadway, New York, 

—The Boston Life Underwriters Association at its January meeting, held 
On Tuesday of last week, elected Charles S. Burke of Boston, general agent 
of the Connecticut General Life, an active member, and Peter Tancred, 
John A. McKim and H. R., Tiayden, associate members, 

—The local agency of Frank R. Bissell at Chicago will hereafter be known 
as Bissell & Williams. Mr. Bissell’s father 1s general agent for the Hartford 
Fire's western department, while Mr, Williams has been active on the Board 
of Trade for many years. The alliance should prove successful, 

—Among the recent visitors to Chicago were Thomas Baker, Jr., special agent 
for the Queen, at Fargo, North Dak., and F. O. Affeld, United States man- 
ager of the Hamburg Bremen, the latter returning from an extended trip to 
the Pacific Coast, where his company has transacted business since 1858, 

—The St. Paul (Minn.) Board of Underwriters filed incorporating articles 
with the Secretary of State January 15, with Samuel S. Eaton, Charles B, Gil- 
bert, John J. Lawrence, John Rogers, Jr.; Henry B. Constans, J. Quincy 
Hans, John C, Shandrew, Charles Shandrew and Edward A. Hemenway as 
incorporators. 

—At the annual meeting of the members of the Insurance Library Associa- 
tion of Boston the following were elected trustees : James M. Forbush, Fred- 
erick B. Carpenter, F. H. Stevens, George P. Field, U. C. Crosby, Henry 
E. Hess and George A. Kendall. At a subsequent meeting of the trustees 
James M. Forbush was elected president. 


—The offices of the agency firm of Carroll & Powell, St. Louis, were 
destroyed in the big fire at Third and Locust streets, December-20 ult. The 
enterprising firm did not allow this unfortunate happening to interrupt their 
business, however, and on the same day were cozily established in new offices 
on the first floor of the Chamber of Commerce building. 


—The general agents of the Massachusetts Mutual Life have organized an 
agents’ association with the following officers ; President, George. N. Carpen- 
ter ; first vice-president, Isaac B. Snow ; second vice-presidert, J. C. Thom- 
son ; third vice-president, J. Putnam Stevens ; secretary, James L. Johnson ; 
treasurer, W. F. Winship ; statistician, D. L. Pettigrew. 


—At the annual meeting of the Eliot Insurance Company of Boscon, held 
on Monday of last week, the number of directors was increased’ from six to 
nine and the following elected to the board: Robert Codman, Joseph B. 
Moore, Charles A, Cummings, Henry A. Church, Greenleaf C. George, 
Augustus Lowell, Charles H. Post, Arthur W. Tufts, Thomas E, Proctor. 


—The Union Mutual Accident Association of Chicago makes a handsome 
showing for its past year’s work, The number of policies in force was 
increased from 11,117 in 1888 to 16,613 in 1889, and the amount of insurance 
from $46,473,750 to $66,338,750. The company paid on account of claims 
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last year $135,387, and had not a single claim of any kind due and unpaid at 


the close of the year’s business. The Union Mutual Accident Association 
has grown steadily since its organization in 1885, and now claims to be the 
second largest mutual accident association in the United States. 


—The Council Bluffs Insurance Company, which became seriously em- 
barrassed by its heavy losses at Seattle and other points has, during the past 
few months, reduced its liabilities by settling its losses, pushing collections 
for that purpose, Its reinsurance liability has been reduced also, by expira- 
tions and cancellations. The compariy expects to file a satisfactory statement 
with the Auditor of Iowa. 


—E. P. Heaton, well and favorably known as superintendent of agencies of 
the United States branch of the London and Lancashire Fire, will resign that 
position February 1 to accept the one of general manager of the Citizens In- 
surance Company of Montreal. The Citizens, it will be remembered, was 
recently reorganized and placed upon a firmer footing, and it was by the new 
board of directors that Mr. Heaton’s selection to fill the important office of 
general manager was made. The Citizens is to be congratulated upon having 
enlisted the services of so able and experienced an underwriter as Mr. Heaton 
and it may look forward to a bright future under his managership. 


—The American Casualty Insurance and Security Company of Baltimore, 
with a capital stock of $1,000,000, divided into 10,000 shares, has been in- 
corporated by John Gill, William Alexander Fisher, William W. Spence, 
Charles David Fisher and James A. Gary of Maryland, and Robert Sewell 
and John Aspinwall Hodge, Jr., of New York. The powers of the company 
are very broad, but its operations will be confined for the present to the busi- 
ness of insuring property against accidents other than fire and marine disaster, 
and of insuring employers against liability to their employees. The shares of 
the company are held at $150, the par value being $100. Thus a surplus of 
$500,000 is provided with which to begin operations. 


—Superintendent of Insurance C, P Ellerbe of Missouri has revoked the 
charter of the Midland Accident Insurance Company of Kansas City, of which 
ex-Governor Thos. T. Crittenden was nominally president. His reason for 
so doing is given in the following statement made toa St. Louis reporter : 
‘‘ The’company was organized a year ago. Affidavits were signed by Goy- 
ernor Crittenden and C, D. Lucas, general manager, stating that the paid-up 
capital stock was $125,000. Upon examination I ascertained that the com- 
pany was hopelessly insolvent and I accordingly revoked its charter. The 
fact 1s that the capital stock was never actually paid up. We learned posi- 
tively that at least $56,500 of it had never been subscribed for and paid in. 
I am convinced the governor was guilty of no more than negligence. He was 
no more than nominally the president of the company. He never discharged 
the duties of the office and never received any money for acting as president. 
It appears as if he simply allowed his name to be used, J. S. Warden, cashier 
of the National Exchange Bank, was a director in the company and certified 
to the deposit of the amount of the capital stock. He was forced to resign 
from the bank. The liabilities of the company are about $25,000 and the 
assets some weak securities. I will ask for a receiver if the liabilities are not 
promptly made good.” 


AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 


—Colby & Jones, agents for the Denver Fire, at Salem, Mass. 

—Frank W. Atkins, agent of the Agricultural, at Lynn, Mass. 

—Samuel W. Brown, agent for the Denver Fire, at Boston, Mass. 

—J. H. Berry, general agent of the Mutual Life, at Houston, Tex. 

—Henry Charnock, agent of the Manchester Fire, at New Orleans. 

—O. B. Kone, general agent of the Mutual Life, at Dennison, Tex. 

—H. C. Church & Son, agents of the Denver Fire, at Lowell, Mass. 

—W. A. Black & Co., agents for the Anglo Nevada, at Columbia, S. C. 

—C. E. W. Siebels & Son, agents of the Anglo-Nevada, at Columbia, S. C. 

—W. B. Krumbhaar & Co. of New Orleans, general agents of the Equitable 
Life. 

—Alan H. Brodrick, marine agent of the Insurance Company of North Amcrica 
for England. 

—J. P. Cullim, special agent of the Union Central Life, for Colorado, with 
headquartcrs at Denver. 

—Charles M. Slocum of Boston, New England special agent of the Phoenix of 
London, succeeding W. B. Bartlett. 

—J. F. Hastings, special agent of the National Fire of Hartford, for Massachu- 
setts, Connecticut and Rhode Island, with headquarters at Boston. 
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Dividend Wotice. 


Prominent Agents and Brokers. 








ARRAGUT FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, 
No. 346 BROADWAY, ) 
BRANCH OFFICE, No. 71 LIBERTY STREFT, 
New York, January 14, 1890. j 
The board of directors have this day declared a Semi-Annual Dividend of 
FIVE PER CENT, payable on demand, 
SAMUEL DARBEE, Secretary. 





Office of the BROADWAY INSURANCE CoO., ) 
No. 158 Broadway, r 
NEw York, January 15, 18go. \ 
HE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THIS COMPANY HAVE 
this day declared a Semi-Annual Dividend of FIVE PER CENT, 
The transfer books will be closed from 
ISAAC COLLORD, Secretary. 


payable on and after February I. 
January 25 to that date. 








Figency Wants. 











ANTED.—GENERAL AND LOCAL AGENTS TO 
organize Advisory Boards and solicit membership under our new mutual loan and 
savings plan guaranteeing Absolute Security. Favorable terms and choice of territory to 
right parties, Address INTERSTATE LoAN AND INVESTMENT ASSOCIATION, 
Stock Exchange Building, Monroe and Dearborn Sts., Chicago. 


THE HOME LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 


OF NEW YORK, 








commences the new year with the following territory still open 
for contract with General Agents, direct; full control and com- 
pensation: 

Washington, Idaho and Montana, Utah, North Dakota, East 
half of Iowa, Georgia, South Carolina, North Carolina and 
Virginia. 

EDGAR H. KELLOGG, 


SUPERINTENDENT OF AGENCIES, 


CHICAGO, ILL. 





GOOD AGENTS WANTED 


TO WORK THE 


RENEWABLE TERM PLAN 


——WHICH IS-— 


The SAFEST, the CHEAPEST, and the FAIREST contract 
of Life Insurance attainable. 


PROVIDENT SAVINGS LIFE ASSURANCE SOCIETY, 


Home Office, 120 Broadway, N. Y. 
WM. E. STEVENS, Sec. SHEPPARD HOMANS, Pres 








W ANTED, BY THE CONNECTICUT GENERAL 

Life Insurance Company of Hartford, Conn., as District Agents, energetic, reli- 
able men, who can and will personally secure application for insurance, Address, with 
reference and experience"(if any), the COMPANY, at Hartford, Conn. 





EHM & VAN DEINSE, INSURANCE AGENTS 

and Brokers, Indianapolis, Ind. Insurance effected in any part of the United 

States. Correspondence solicited. Applications for the German Insurance and Savings 
Institution of Quincy, Ill., should be referred to this office. 





E. LOWE, FIRE INSURANCE AGENCY, 
e Nos, 31 and 33 Pine Street, New York. Special facilities for placing large lines. 


Equitable rates. Reliable companies. 


INSURANCE BROKER. 
NEW YORK. 





OHN I. COVINGTON, 
45 BROADWAY, - - - - = - 





GENERAL AGENCY FOR TEXAS 





OF 


How MANHATTAN LIFE INS. CO. OF NEW YORK 





THE FIDELITY AND CASUALTY CO. OF NEW YORK. 


Good active pushing agents wanted, liberal terms to the right men. 
Address I, REINHARDT & SON. 


Dallas or Galveston, Texas. 





ELSON & RAINE, GENERAL INSURANCE 
Agents, and managers for New York Life, for Arkansas and West Tennessee, They 
can give one or two life specials a promising opening. 


JAMES M. LEWIS, 
INSURANCE BROKER, 
AGENT AND ADJUSTER OF FIRE LOSSES 
FOR COMPANIES ONLY, 
67 LIBERTY STREET, NEW YORK. 


Licensed by N. Y. Insurance Department to deal with Non-Admitted Companies. 
Agent for the New England and Middle States for the 


FARMERS AND MERCHANTS INSURANCE CO, 
OF ALBANY, OREGON. 





General 





O. DOUGLAS, FLORENCE, S. C. GENERAL 


e Insurance Agent and Adjuster of Fire Losses. Special Work solicited from Com 
panies writing in South Carolina, Will accept State Agency for one more good Company. 





CuHarRLES TREDICK. ESTABLISHED 1869. W. C. Bennett. 
HARLES TREDICK & CO., INSURANCE AGENTS 


and Brokers, 339 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. Special attention given to 
placing Surplus lines. 








Prominent Agencies at Chicago. 


oe & WM. A. GOODMAN, 
Insurance Agents, 
142 AND 144 LA SALLE STREET, 


CHICAGO, - - - - - - - EE: 





Wo. C. MaGILt. J. H. CHamBeriin. 


oe & CHAMBERLIN, 


Successors to Magill, Eastman & Co., 
INSURANCE AGENTS 
S. W.Cor. La Salle and Madison Streets, - . - 


Chicago. 





T. H. Wesster. E. N. WiLey. 


EBSTER & WILEY, SUCCESSORS TO S. M. 

Moore & Co., 168 and 170 La Salle Street. Telephone 1664, ‘“* Chicago.”’ Orient 

Insurance Co.; Southern California Insurance Co,; Lion Fire Insurance Co.; Providence, 
Washington Insurance Co, 
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J. STRAIGHT & CO., INSURANCE AGENTS, 


No. 150 La Salle Street, Chicago. 


H. 


Geo. W. MonTGOMERY. 





M. L. C, FunkHouser. 


EO. W. MONTGOMERY & CO., INSURANCE 

Agency, 177 La Salle St., Chicago, Ill. Agents for American Ins. Co., Newark ; 

Firemens Ins. Co., Newark; Standard Fire Ins, Co., New York; Fidelity and Casualty 
Co., New York. Fire, Plate Glass, Bonds of Suretyship. Telephone 303. 





DOLPH LOEB & SON, INSURANCE AGENCY, 

170 La Salle St., Chicago. Royal Insurance Co., of Liverpool; Rochester German 

Insurance Co., of Rochester, N. Y.; Lloyds Plate Glass Insurance Co., of New York ; 
Peoples Insurance Co., of New York ; German Fire Insurance Co., of Pittsburgh. 





Esrasiisuep A, D. 186s. 


A. LOWELL & CO., INSURANCE. 
tens sc, 189 La Salle Street, Chicago, Ill 


Airs 8 Sess Roane 


FIRE UNDERWRITER, 


220 Ia Salle Street, - - - ° . ‘ Z > 








CAPITAL STOCK, $500,000.00, Net Surpwuvs, $418, 358.07. 


MERICAN STEAM BOILER INS. CO. OF N. Y. 
WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
Rooms 318, 319, 320 and 321 Phoenix Building, Cuicaco, Itt. 


THACHER & VOIGHT, - - - - Managers 
J. D. Mureny Chief Inspector. Telephone, 1459. 





J. W. Batcu. 


W. GLover, 
Pres’t 


Sec’y. 
CAPITAL, $557,200.00. 

EDWIN C. LEWIS, - ° 

No. 161 La Salie St., Chicago, Ill. 


SS 


BOYLSTON OF BOSTON, 
ASSETS, $909,878.00. 


GENERAL AGENT. 








Prominent Brokers at Chicago. 








E. GILPIN, FIRE INSURANCE BROKER, 


Rooms 450, 452 and 454 Rookery Building, Chicago. References: Metropolitan 
R. G. Dun & Co The Bradstreet Co. 


T. 


National Bank. 





INSURANCE, 


Special facilities for 


T. MARSHALL & CO., FIRE 
e@ 33 and 35 Major Block, Nu. 149 La Salle Street, Chicago. 
placing large lines on all classes of insurable property. 





W. BROWN, FIRE INSURANCE BROKER, 
504 and 506 The Rookery, Chicago. Reference, Chicago National Bank. 








NTER-STATE MUTUAL FIRE INS. CO. 
OF ELKHART, INDIANA, 
Manufacturers Insurance at Actual Cost. 
OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS: 
Hon. C. G. Conn, Manf. of Band Instr., Elkhart, Ind., and Worcester. Mass. Vice-President. 
A. R. SHrover, of Elliott, Shroyer & Co., Logansport, Ind 
Toun B, FAULKNOR, Underwriter 
E. A. Jacks, President Niles Paper Mill Co., Niles, Mich 
Hon, H. H. Francis Editor Despatch, Michigan City, Ind., and State Senator. 
Reterences by Permission: {Ft Noted tee Elkhart, Ind. 





ITIZENS MUTUAL INS. CO. 


WATERLOO, IOWA. 
GUARANTY hier - - FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS. 


A FFICERS AND mene to 
BUREN R. SHERMAN, aiian. AMOR. H. WATSON, Treasurer. 
LEWIS LICHY, Vice-President. ia . KUHNS, Secretary. 
OSCAR SHERMAN, Assistant Secretary 
Matt. Parrott, Geo. W. Bever, Wm. P. ‘Watson, Cc. D. Wangier F. E. Cutler. 


CIIICAGO : 





—- THE — 


Employers’ Liability Assurance Corp’n, 


LIMITED, OF LONDON, ENGLAND 
The original and Leading Liability Company of the World, 


DEPOSITED IN UNITED STATES, $600,000.CO. 





Policies issued giving full protection to Employers against loss by claims from 
Employees on account of Accidents. 


Employers with pay rolls of $103,000,000.00 already covered in the 
United States. Also, insures ‘Owners of Buildings for a nominal 
Premium against Claims and Lawsuits arising from 


ELEVATOR ACCIDENTS. 


PREMIUMS INCLUDE INSPECTION. 





ENDICOTT & MACOMBER, - -_ Boston, Mass. 


Managers for the United States. 





KIRBY & DWIGHT, General Agents for State of New York, 


51 CEDAR STREET, NEW YorK. 





INCORPORATED IN 1865, 


GERMAN 


INSURANCE COMPANY, 


FREEPORT, ILL. 

Cash Capital 

bss woop Jake upedso gue bensevesatas 1,796,€07.84 
Net Surplus 456,013.25 


Assets, January 1. 1890..........ccecseeese. 2,452,.621.09 


WM. TREMBOR, Secretary. M. HETTINGER, President, 


FIDELITY AND CASUALTY C0. 


OF NEW YORK, 





214 AND 216 BROADWAY, 
Capital, $250,000.00 | Assets,$1,017,315.74 


Issues SURETY BONDS guaranteeing the fidelity of per- 
ons in positions of trust, such as Employees of Railroads 
Banks, etc., also Administrators, Guardians, etc, 


Issues Accident Policies, containing all modern features. 


Also Plate Glass and Boiler Policies of approved form. 


OFFICERS: 


WM. M. RICHARDS, He GEO. F. SEWARD, Vice-President. 
OB'T J. HILLAS, Secretary. 


DIRECTORS: 
. Cor, Pres. American Ex. Nat. Bank. | Joun L. Riker, - Of J. L. & D.S. Riker. 
peraatanan, Pres. Atlantic Dock Co. | A. S. BarNEs, - - O A.S. Barnes & ce 
Of David Dows & Co..| J. G. McCutLouGn, Pres. Panama R’y Co. 
eR Pres. Chemical Nat. Bank. .S. Moore, - Of Moore, Low & W: AN 
ULL, Retired Merchant. J, Rocens MAXxweELL, Pres. Cen, R.R. of N. J. 
Hurvevt, Pres. Com. of Emigration. RICHARDS, President, 
. VeRMIL YE, Pres. Merchants Nat. Bank. | Geo. F. Sewarp, - Vice-President. 
Wm Hate, Pres Ailantic Trust Co 
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ERNON INS. AND TRUST COMPANY 


OF INDIANAPOLIS. 


CAPITAL, - - *#£ « = $150,000. 
INDIANA INSURANCE COMPANY 
OF INDIANAPOLIS. 


McGILLIARD & DARK, General Agents, 
INDIANAPOLIS, - - - - - - «+ INDIANA. 


HE UNION MUTUAL ACCIDENT 
ASSOCIATION, 


Ss. W. Corner La Salle and Adams Streets, 
CHICAGO. 





Zhe Largest, Most Progressive, and the Best Accident Company 
ever Organized in the West. 


GOOD CONTRACTS MADE WITII FIRST-CLASS MEN. 


Ex-Gov. JOHN M HAMILTON, Pres. T. N. McCAULEY, Sec. and Gen. Man, 


—r DENVER INSURANCE COMPANY 





CHICAGO: 


W.T. STEWARD & CO., Agt 


New York: 
HALL & HENSHAW, Agents 


54 William Street. 222 La Salle Street. 


Cash Surp'us, paid in, $50,000.00 


ash Capital, paid in, $200.000.C0 





“Transacting Fire Insurance in the following States and Territories: California ana theCoast, 
Destene, Iowa, Texas, Utah, Colorado, Kansas, Minnesota, Nebraska, 
Illinois, Towa and New York. 


The Company will enter South Dakota, Wisconsin, Missouri and Arkansas, 





THE 

ANUFACTURERS AND MERCHANTS 
MUTUAL INSURANCE COMPANY, 

ROCKFORD, -.- - - ILLINOIS. 


January i, 1890. 
Assets, $300,439.93. Net Cash Surplus, $33,375.00. 
Surplus as regards Policyholders, $266,703.50. 





DIRECTORS. 

HENRY W. PRICE, President Rockford Watch Company..---.-...-..-.-.-- ROCKFORD. 
LEVI RHOADES, Rhoades, Utter & Co., Paper Manufacturers-........-. ROCKFORD. 
JOHN G. CHICK, Forest City and Reaper OS eee ROCKFORD. 
PETER SAMES, Agricultura’ Implement Manufacturer...........-.------ ROCKFORD. 

 B. WILKINS, President S. B. Wilkins Company-.......---------------- ROCKFORD. 


4 HNSON, Johnson & Wanstrom, Clothiers... 
. McCUTCHAN, Cashier People’s Bank.. oie: 
Ww. }: “WORMWOOD, Real Estate and Money Broker. 


GEORGE S. ROPER, Secretary, ROCKFORD, ILL. 


HE GENERAL FIRE INS. COMPANY 
(MUTUAL) 
OF NEW YORK, 
96 Broapway, 
Offers special, unusual advantages to agents and brokers 


EDWARD A. SWAIN, President. 


—a 


No. 137 Broadway, New York. 


‘CasH CAPITAL, $500,000.00. CAsH ASSETS, $2,237,492.00 
Operating Under the New York Safety Fund Law. 


xo 











West Pottock, Sec. Peter Notman, Pres. 


Western Department, 1, S, BLACKWELDER, Manager, Chicago, II'. 





IVE AGENTS 


Who have faith in their own ability to obtain business, and want to 
represent a company that sells the best goods in the market at a fair price, can 
obtain contracts on the ground floor that cannot be duplicated by any other 
good company that does business under a system where they will ALWAYS 
be ready to meet the last roll call with 100 cents on the $1.00. 


For information, address, 
D. S. FLETCHER, General Manager, 
National] Life Association, Hartford, Conn, 
Or Cot, A. S. GEAR, Metropolitan Manager, 


13 Park Row. Rooms 35 and 36, New York City, 





SECURE ACCIDENT INSURANCE AT ACTUAL Cost, 


MERICAN MUTUAL ACCIDENT 
ASSOCIATION 





OF NASHVILLE, - - TENN. 
OFFICERS: 
GeorGE M. JAcKson....-..-- of Orr, Jackson & Co., President. 
Cuas. S. CLaRK..-.-.- Vice-President and Director of Agencies, 
W. F. Bana, Jr., Ass’t Cashier First Nat'l Bank.... Treasurer, 


ae Secretary and General Manager. 


General and Local Agents Wanted. 
LIBERAL TERMS TO GOOD AGENTS. 





. Popp.eton, Pres. 
. BRowN, Vice-Pres. 


HE OMAHA FIRE INSURANCE CO. 
OF OMAIIA, NEB. 
Paid Up Capital, - - - 


A Solid Nebraska Company. . > re oe 


$100,000. 


FIRE, LIGHTNING AND TORNADO INSURANCE. 


DIRECTORS. 


A. J. Poprteton, J. W. Gannett. C. D. Woopwortu. J. J. Brown. 
J. H. Mu.varp. H. W. Yates. J. S. Coxuins, S. T. Josseyn. 
Wn. WALLACE. N. A. Kuxn E. L. Stone. 





ORTH PACIFIC INSURANCE CoO. 
OF TACOMA, WASII. 


Subscribed Capital, $500,000. Paid in Capital, $125,00¢ 
The Stockholders of this Company comprise over sixty of the leading busi 
ness men of Tacoma. 
Surplus lines written on acceptable risks. 
Applications for insurance and for statements and lists of stochholders must 
be addressed to 
E. T. MARSHALL & CO., 


149 La Salle Street, Chicago. 





NEW YORK 


UNDERWRITERS AGENCY. 
ESTABLISHED 1864. 
HANOVER & CITIZENS 


Agencies in all the Principal Cities of the 
Western and Southern States. 


A. STODDART, General Agent, 


34 Nassau STREET, New YorRK. 
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January ist, 1890. 
7ist Semi-Annual Finaneial Statement 


OF THE 


PHO@NIX INSURANCE CO., 


OF HARTFORD, CONN. 
At Close of Business, December 31st, 1889. 


CASH CAPITAL, - - = $2,000,000.00 
ASSETS AVAILABLE FOR FIRE LOSSES, 


$5,305,004.23 


AS FOLLOWS: 


Cash on Hand, in Bank, and with Agents 
United States and State Stocks and Bonds 
Hartford Bank Stocks 

Miscelianeous Bank Stocks 

Corporation and Railroad Stocks and Bonds 
County, City and Water Bonds 

Real 

Loans on Collateral 

Real Estate Loans 

Accumulated Interest and Rents 


TOTAL CASH ASSETS 


LIABILITIES. 
Cash Capital 
Reserve for Outstanding Losses 
Reserve for Re-Insurance 
NET SURPLUS 


1,740,245-41 
1,301,235-39 


$5,305,004. 23 


= 
Total Losses Paid since Organization of Company, 


$25,710,646.18. 


H. KELLOGG, Presipent. D. W. C. SKILTON, Vice-PresipEnT. 
J. H. MITCHELL, 2d Vice-Presipent. GEO. “H. BURDICK, SECRETARY. 
CHAS. E. GALACAR, Ass’t SecreTary. 








H. M. MAGILL, General Agent Western Department, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
THEO. F. SPE AR, Assistant General Agent Western Department, ee, Ohio. 
A. E. M AGILL, General Agent Pacific Department, San Francisco, Cal 


FIFTY-SIXTH ANNUAL STATEMENT 
OF THE 


British America Assurance Company, 


TORONTO, CANADA. 


United States Branch—December 31, 1889. 


THE ASSETS OF THE COMPANY HELD IN THE UNITED STATES 
ARE AS FOLLOWS: 
Par Value. Market Value. 


Cash in Agents’ Hands 
$275,000.00 United States Bonds, 4 per cent 
30,000.00 “ “ 6 “ 
25,000.00 
100,000.00 Ohio State Bonds, 3 per cent 
25,000.00 Georgia State Bonds, 4% per cent 
50,126.67 City of Toronto Bonds, 4 per cent 
10,000.00 Chicago & N. W. Ry Stock, 6 per cent 
20,000.00 - - “Bonds, 5 per cent 
10,000.00 Burlington & Cedar Rapids & Nor. Ry. Bonds, 5 per cent 
30,000.00 C. B, & Q. Railway Bonds 31,350 00 
35,000.00 N. Y. & West Shore Ry. First Mort. Bonds, 4 per cent 36,575.00 
Interest due on U. S. Bonds and Ry Stocks 4,665. 03 


“ “ 


Total Assets..... siubee +i eesenededete- sandeescans<e 
LIABILITIES. 


Losses Adjusted and not due $12,532.00 

Losses Unadjusted 26,260.67 

Commissions aad Return Premiums due Agents 23,142.54 

Reserve for Re-insurance 395,196.78 

Total Liabilities $457,132.31 

Net Surplus............- Sabet bunk 0 eeh ones b elenen eek 408,995.91 
Increase in Net Surplus over 1888, $47,043.52 


JOHN MORISON, JOHN LEYs, 


Governor, Deputy-Governor. 





37TH ANNUAL STATEMENT. 
CHR. PREUSSER, Pres’t. ADOLF J. CRAMER, Sec’y: 
ORGANIZED 1852. 


THE 


Milwaukee Mechanics Insurance Co. 


Of Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 


Its Condition and Standing, January 1st, 1890. 


Cash Capital 

Reserve for unpaid losses 32,365.37 
Reserve for re-insurance 466,557.42 
Reserve for unpaid dividends 137,50 
Net surplus above all liabilities om 543. 36 


ToTAL ASSETS $1, 621 603. 65 


Summary of Assets. 
Loans and bonds and mortgages (first lien) 
City, town, county and corporation stocks and bonds 
Tis GR SOUR ic 565 a5 6s 'sce dp or esws ak PuTSeb ae xaeaes4 
Real estate unincumbered 
Premiums in course of collection (net) 
Interest accrued 


$794,210.00 
586, 205.00 
61,386.55 
34,300.00 
37,785.36 
23,536.00 
84,180.74 


"$1, 621 603. 65 


Increase in assets 
Increase in surplus 
Receipts in excess of expenditures 


84,169 51 


Chicago Agency, Nos. 204 and 206 La Salle Street. 
S. SCHUPP, Manager. 





ANNUAL STATEMENT 
OF THE 


Minnesota Fire Association, 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN., DEC. 31, 1889. 


pe Ree Sateen SEMEN EGE fogs Sep pata Sn poge nse ee eee wape clere eer a $240,566.94 
LIABILITIES. 


Re-insurance Reserve (50 
Losses Adjusted, but not 
Losses Unadjusted (estimated) 


Due Other Companies 
28,317.02 


Surplus to Policyholders. ...........eeeeeeeeeeeeeeees $212,249.92 


Losses Paid since Organization, over 


C. B. SHOVE, Secretary. 





EIGHTEENTH SEMI-ANNUAL STATEMENT 
OF THE 


Mitters & Manufacturers jlutual Insurance C0. 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN., DEC. 31, 1889, 


Net Assets $405,635.04 


Re-insurance Reserve 

Due Return Premiums 

Due Other Companies 

Losses Adjusted, not due 
Losses Unadjusted (estimated) 


Total Liabilities 85,902.53 


Surplus above all Liabilities $319,732 51 
Losses Paid since ization 

Cash Dividends Paid s nce Organization 

Cash Dividends in 1 

Script Dividends in 


C. B. SHOVE Secretary. 
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WHAT WE OFFER 


TO RELIABLE, ACTIVE AGENTS : 


GOOD TERRITORY IN INDIANA, MISSOURI, NORTH CARO- 
LINA, KENTUCKY, ALABAMA, MINNESOTA 
AND NEW YORK. 
FIRST-CLASS REMUNERATIVE COMMISSION CON- 
TRACTS TO THE RIGHT MEN. 
Expenses Guaranteed while Establishing Agencies. 
WRITE FOR TERMS BEFORE SIGNING ELSEWHERE. 
PLAN PUSHES ITSELF. 
STEADILY GAINING POPULARITY. 


Wrote nearly four times the amount of new business in first six months of 
1889 that it wrote in corresponding period of 1888. 


CHARTERED BY THE STATE OF CONNECTICUT. 


‘* Has placed itself where few companies stand to-day as regards equity 
of plan and reliability of management.”—Gero. D. ELDRIDGE, Editor Guard- 
Zan. 


Manager for New York State, J. HARMAN ASHLEY, 32 Liberty Street, New York, 


For full particulars address 


The Connecticut Indemnity Association, 


WATERBURY, CONN. 
Vv. L. SAWYER, President. E. A. WRIGHT, Secretary, 


LLOYDS PLATE GLASS INS. CO. 


William and Cedar greece New York. 


























Girls’ whipping tops, boys playing marbles, etc., makes life unhappy to 
Plate-glass Holders. Lloyds removes anxiety. 


HE AMERICAN FIRE INSURANCECO. 


OF PHILADELPHIA. 





Cash Capltal . ....- 22000222200 oon nnn nceenscccesccccne cc ccnccs coccscnncccccses . 

wo ieetemes EE EES Noss cabs Groh wanuancaccscumbcencee es 

Surplus, over all ss diviaiinanciiMuinidudsiminastdingdesasersesseeses 409,616.79 
RAT, FOMGNEG 0, CGR. occ ccescsescescisacicnsccescodcccccsnacesoscs $2,642,669.97 


Office—Company’s Building, 308 and 310 Walnut Street. 


EW ENGLAND MUTUALLIFEINS.CO. 


POST OFFICE SQUARE, BOSTON. 





CE | FOR: 9; OGD. 600s cs tvee conse cecchewonstvepeeeh cccencnccceucswcccee $19,724,538. 
FIED an deengiceed dabpevecencesshs Shpted kebeensuEPercaseduseusnaneuieds 17,288,348.72 
Pic eicensccnssnicnytliciee qesetesusssesccdinsnie $2,436,189.73 


For terms, etc., address either of the undersigned : 


BEN]. F. STEVENS, Peacidiest. 
S. F. FRULL, Secretary 


OS. M. GIBBENS, Vice-President 
M. B, TURNER, Ass’t Secretary 


INCORPORATED 18sr. 


HE MASSACHUSETTS MUTUAL 
LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY, 
SPRINGFIELD, MASS. 


AGIOS. « - coon cnnnne conscennsoes cocces ocean nosesesseswnnses coecee senees cocees $9.565,522.65 
in cnccntuinigtnimuinstentdadanindwndmsivdabinemantine mine eomneabuweien 8,809,995.04 
tr in ccrhaciiciiekuedsieeetlcmubrenencteninbenmle $755,527.61 


CAREFUL. ECONOMICAL. CONSERVATIVE, AGGRESSIVE. 
All Policies protected by_the famous Non-Forfeiture Law of Massachusetts. 
Examine Its Merits Berore INnsurinc. 
M. V. B. EDGERLY, President. JOHN A. HALL, Secretary. 
HENRY S. LEE, Vice-President. OSCAR B. IRELAND, Actuary. 


GILFORD MORSE, Manager, 243 Broadway, New York. 








HENIX INSURANCE COMPANY 
Of Brooklyn, N. Y. 
CASH CAPITAL, - - - - = $1,000,000. 
Insures against Losses by Fire, Windstorms, Tornadoes, Cyclones and Lightning. 


NEW YORK OFFICES, i195 BROADWAY. 


Ceenes | 4 Bo ne President. 
HUR B. GRAVES, Vice-Presiden 
GEORGE INGRAHAM, 2d Vice-President. 
PHILANDER ‘SHAW, Secre' 
CHARLES C. TITTLE, Assistant Secretary. 


Western saa Southern Department, Phenix Building, Chicago, Ill., T. B. Burcu, General 





Age 
South oo Department, H. C. SrockpE.i, General Agent, Atlanta, Ga. 
Jj. ¥ - ‘jamaed General Agent, eee Department and Middle States. 
or 


Office in New 





INCORPORATED 1832. 
HE FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY OF 


THE COUNTY OF PHILA. 
OrFicE, 110 South Fourth St. 





Cash Capital - - - - - - - $400,000.00 
Assets, Jan.1,1890, - - -. - - 855,595.00 
Net Surplus, - - - - - - - 158,120.00 


JAMES N. STONE, President. 
JACOB NAYLOR, Vice-President. 
CHARLES R. PECK, Secretary and Treasurer. 
FRANK M. CRITTENDEN, Ass’t Secretary. 





E, F. Spence, President. D. E. Mixes, Secretary. 


OUTHERN CALIFORNIA INS. CO. 
LOS ANGELES, CAL. 
Main Business Office, 405 California St., San Francisco, Cal. 


Capital (fully paid up)....... Parade aleieasicniw ea ding wawictel $200,000.00 
SE ate danas thc RKR PRR RA aN AESE RAS aOED EASE EEEE SEN ee 313,594,80 
SOE TD OR OUEE OE SEINE 6 a5 onc ccidc ss vccsevecewaseness 9,448.09 
I aac cee hu cc eter ek dea saenanredecsegs sans 7,555.89 


Surplus as regards policyholders.............2eeeeeeeeeeeerees 296,590, 82 


Parks & Scuumarp, Gen’! Agts, Dallas, Tex. A. W. Hart, Gen’! Agt, Louisville, Ky 
Wesster & Witey, General Agents, Chicago, Ill. 





NGLO-NEVADA 
ASSURANCE CORPORATION 
Or San Francisco, CAL. 


LOUIS SLOSS, President. WM. MACDONALD, Vice-President. 
Z. P. CLARK, Secretary. J. B. LEVISON, Marine Secretary. 


DIRECTORS: 


Louis Sloss, Wm. Macdonald J. L. Flood, W. F. Whittier, J. M. Donahue 
J. B. Haggin, J. F. Bigelow, J. W. Mackay, E.E. Eyre, M. H. Hecht, 
W. H. Dimond. 


DAVID L. KIRBY, Manager, 51 Cepar Street, New York. 
New York, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland and District of Columbia. 
S. T. COLLINS, Manager Western Branch, Rialto Building, Chicago, Ill. 


Ullinois, Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Kansas, Nebraska, Ohio,}Wiscon- 
sin, Dakota, Kentucky, Tennessee and West Virginia. ae 








